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PREFACE.” 


\HE ſermon which gave 
riſe to the publication of 
theſe, havingbeen offered to the 
world as a ſermon of Yorick's, 
I hope the moſt ſerious reader 
will find nothing to offend 
him, in my continuing theſe 
two volumes under the ſame 
title: leſt it ſhould be other- 
wiſe, I have added a ſecond 
title page with the real name 
TE A's: of 
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T R E F A c a 
$0 the author — the firſt will 
ſerve the bookſcller's purpoſe, 
as Yorick's name. is poſſibly of 
the two the more known — 
and the ſecond will calc the 
minds of thoſe who ke a jeſt, 
andthe danger which lurks un- 


der it, where no jeſt was meant. 


I ſuppoſe it is needles to in- 
form the publick, that the rea- 


ſon of printing theſe ſermons, 


ariſes altogether from the {a- 


vourable 


PREFACE. vii 
vourable reception, which the 
ſermon given as a ſample of 
them in TaisTRAM SHANDY 
met with from the monk: — 
That ſermon was printed by 
itſelf ſome years ago, but could 
find neither purchaſers nor rea- 
ders; ſothatTapprehended little 
hazard from a promiſe I made 
upon its republication, *© That 
if the ſermon was liked, 
ce theſe {hould be alſo at the 
« world's ſervice j which, to | 
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be as good as my word, they 
here are, and I pray to Gop, 


they may do it the ſervice I 


wiſh. Ihave little to ſay in their 
behalf, except this, that not one 
of them was compoſed with any 


"thoughts of being printed j— 
they have been haſtily written, 
and carry the marks of it along 


with them. This may be no 
recommendation; I mean it 
however as ſuch; for as the ſer- 
mons turn chiefly upon philan- 


thropy, 


PREFACE, ix 
thropy, and thoſe kindred vir- 
tues to it, upon which hang 


all the law and the prophets, 
I truſt they will be no leſs felt, 
or worſe recei ved, for the evi- 
dence they bear, of proceeding 
more from the heart than the 
head. I have nothing to add, 
but that the reader, upon old 
and beaten ſubjects, muſt not 
look for many new thoughts, 
— 'tis well if he has new lan- 
guage ; in three or four paſ- 
ſages, 


x PREFACE. 
ſages, where he has neither 

the one nor the other, I have 

quoted the author I made free 
with — there are ſome. other 
paſſages, where I ſuſpect I may 
have taken the ſame liberty, — 
but 'tis only ſuſpicion, for I do 
not remember it is ſo, otherwiſe 
1 ſhould have reſtored them to 
their proper owners, ſo that I 
put it in here more as 2 general 
ſaving, than from a conſciouſ- 
neſs of having much to anſwer 


for 


PREFACE. xi 
for upon that ſcore: in this 
however, and every thing elſe, 
which I offer, or {hall offer to 
the world, I reſt, with a heart 
much at eaſe, upon the protec- 
tion of the humane and can- 
did, from whom I have receiv - 
ed many favours, for which 1 
beg leave to retura them 


thanks—thanks. 
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Inquiry after Happineſs. 


SE RMO I. 
PSALM 1 62 


T here be many that ſay, Who will ſhew us 
any good? Lord, lift thou up the light 
of thy countenance upon Us. 


HE great purſuit of man is 
after happineſs : it is the firſt 
and ſtrongeſt deſire of his nature ;— 
in every ſtage of his life, he ſearches 
5 courts 


for it, as for hid treaſure; 
it under a thouſand different ſhapes,— 
and though perpetually diſappointed, — 
ſtill perſiſts — runs after and enquires 
for it afreſh—aſks every paſſenger who 
comes in his way, Mobo will ſhew him 
any good? —who will aſſiſt him in the 
attainment of it, or direct him to the 
| 3 


6 SERMON I. 
diſcovery of this great end of all his 


wiſhes ? 


He is told by one, to ſearch for it 
among the more gay and youthtul plea- 
ſures of life, in ſcenes of mirth and 
ſprightlineſs where happineſs ever pre- 
ſides, and is ever to be known by the 
Joy and laughter which he will ſee, at 
once painted in her looks. 


A ſecond, with a graver aſpect, points 
out to the coſtly dwellings which pride 
and extravagance have erected: tells the 
enquirer that the object he is 1 in ſearch 
of inhabits there ;—that happipeſs lives 
only in company with, the great, in the 
midſt of much pomp and outward ſtare. . 
That he will eaſily find her out by the 
coat of many colours ſhe has on, and the 
great luxury and expence of equipage 
I ä 


SERMON I. 7 
and furniture with which ſhe always fits 
ſurrounded, 


The miſer bleſſes G o y! - wonders 
how anyone would miſlead, and wilfully 
put him upon ſo wrong a ſcent—con- 
vinces him that happineſs and extrava- 
gance never inhabited under the ſame 
roof; — that if he would not be diſap- 
pointed in his ſearch, he muſt look into 
the plain and thrifty dwelling of thepru- 
dent man, who knows and underſtands 
the worth of money, and cautiouſiy lays 
it up againſt an evil hour: that it is not 
the proſtitution of wealth upon the paf- 
ſions, of the parting with it at all, that 
conftitutes happineſs —but that it is the 
keeping it together, and the habing and 
holding it faſt to him and HY" heirs for 
ever, which are the chief attributes that 
form this great idol of human worſhip 

B 4 | to 


1 SERMON I. 
to which ſo much incenſe is offered up 
every day. FORE 


The epicure, though he eafily rectifies 
ſo groſs a miſtake, yet at the ſame time 
he plunges him, if poſſible, into a greater; 
for hearing the object of his purſuit to 
be happineſs, and knowing of no other 
' happineſs than what is ſeated immedi- 
ately in his ſenſes—he ſends the enqui- 
rer there;—tells him tis in vain to ſearch 
elſewhere for it, than where nature her- 
ſelf has placed it — in the indulgence 
and gratification of the appetites, which 
are given as for that end:-and ina word 
if he will not take his opinion in the 
matter he may truſt the word of a 

much wiſer man, who has aſſured us . 
that there is nothing better in this world, 
than that a manſhould eat and drink and 
rejoice 1h his works, and make his ſoul 
enjoy 


SERMON Il. 9 
enjoy good in his labour for that is 
his portion. 


Jo reſcue him from this brutal ex- 
periment ambition takes him by the 
hand and carries him into the world, 2 
ſnews him all the kingdoms of the earth 
and the glory of them, points out the 
many ways of advancing his fortune 
and raiſing himſelf to honour, — lays 
before his eyes all the charms and be- 
witching temptations of power, and aſks 
if there can be any happineſs in this 
world like that of being careſſed, 
courted, flattered and followed? 


To cloſe all, the philoſopher meets 
him buſtling in the full career of this 
purſuit — ſtops him — tells him, if he 
is in ſearch of happineſs, he is far gone 
out of his way. 


hat 


: 10 S ER MON I. 


That this deity has long been baniſhed 
from noiſe and tumults, where there was 
no reſt found for her, and was fled into 
ſolitude far from all commerce of the 
world; and in a word, if he would find 
her, he muſt leave this buſy and in- 
triguing ſcene, and go back to that 
peaceful ſcene of retirement and books, 
from which he firſt ſet out. 


In this circle too often does a man 
run, tries all experiments, and generally 
fits down weary and diſſatisfied with 
them all at laſt in utter deſpair of ever 
accompliſhing what he wants nor 
knowing what to truſt to after ſo many 
diſappointments; or where to lay the 
fault, whether in the incapacity of his 
own nature, er the inſuffiggency of the 
9 themſelves. 1 nc ba 


In 


— 5A 
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In this uncertain and perplexed tate 
———without knowledge which way to 
turn or where to betake ourſelves for 
refuge —— ſo' often abuſed and de- 
ceived by the many who pretend thus 
to ſhew us any good Log p! ſays 
the pſalmiſt, lift up the light of thy 
countenance upon us. Send us ſome 
rays of thy grace and heavenly wiſdom, 
in this benighted ſearch after happineſs, 
to direct us ſafely to it, O Gop! ler 
us not wander for ever without a guide, 
in. this dark region in endleſs purſuit 
of our miſtaken good, but enhghten 
our eyes that we ſleep not in death 
open to them the comforts. of thy 
holy word and religion lift up! 
the light of thy countenance upon us, 
and make us know the joy and ſatiſ- 

faction 


i2 SERMON I. 
faction of living in the true faith and fear 
of Thee, which only can carry us to this 
haven of reſt where we would be = that 
ſure haven, where true joys are to be : 
found, which will at length nor only an- 
ſwer all our expectations — but. fatisfy 
the moſt unbounded of our wiſhes for 
ever and ever. 


The words thus opened, naturally re- 
duce the remaining part of the diſcourſe 
under two heads. The firſt part of the 
yerſe—* there be many that fay, Who 
„will ſhew us any good?“ To make 
ſome reflections upon the inſufficiency 
of moſt of our enjoyments towards the 
attainment of happineſs, upon ſome of 
the moſt received plans on Which cis 
| generally ſought, | 


The 


The examination of which will lead 
us up to the ſource, and true ſecret, of 
all happineſs, ſuggeſted to us in the latter 
part of the verſe Lord] litt thou up 
the light of thy countenance, upon us”? 
that there can be no real happineſs 
without religion and virtue, and the af- 
fiſtance of God's Grace and Holy Spirit 
to direct our lives in the true purſuit of it. 


Let us enquire into the diſappoint- 
ments of human happineſs, on ſome of 
the moſt received plans on which tis 
generally ſought for and expected, by 
the bulk of mankind. 8 


There is hardly any ſubject more ex- 
hauſted, or which at one time or other 
has afforded more matter for argument 
and declamation, than this one, of the 
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14 SERMON I. 
inſufficiency of our enjoyments. Scarce 


a teformed ſenſualiſt from Solomon down 


to our own days; who has not in ſome 
fits of repentance or diſappointment ut- 


tered ſome ſhiarp reflection upon the emp- 


tineſs of human pleaſure, and of the 


vanity of vanities which diſcovers itſelf 
in all the purſuits of mortal man.—But 
the miſchief has been, that though ſo 
many good things have been faid, they 
have generally had the fate to he con- 
ſidered either as the overflowings of diſ- 
guſt from ſated appetites which could no 
longer reliſh the pleafures of life, or as 
the declamatory opinions of recluſe and 


ſplenetic men who had never taſted them 
at all, and conſequently were thought 


no judges of the matter. So that*tis no 
great wonder, if the greateſt part of ſuch 
reflections, however juſt in themſelves 

. 22 
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and founded on truth and a knawledge 
of the world, are found to leave little 
impreſſion where the imagination was- 
already heated with great expectations 
of future happineſs; and that the beſt 
lectures that have been read upon the va- 
nity o of the world, ſo ſeldom ſtop a man, 
in the purſuit of the object of his deſire, 
or give him half the conviction, that the 
poſſeſſion of it will, and what the expe- 
rience of his own life, or a careful obſer- 
vation upon the life of others, do at 
length generally confirm to us all. 


Lt us endeavour then to try the cauſe 
upon this iſſue; and inſtead of recurring 
to the common arguments, or taking any 
one's word in the caſe, let us truſt to 
matter of fact; and if, upon enquiry, it 
appears that the actions of mankind are 
not to be accounted for upon any other 

Prin- 


* SERMON I. . 


principle, but this of the inſuffciency 
of our enjoyments, *twill go farther to- 
wards the eſtabliſhment of the truth of 
this part of the diſcourſe, than a 'thou-' 
ſand ſpeculative arguments which might 


be offered upon the orealinn. 


oy 


Now, if wetake a ſurvey of the life 
of man from the time he is come to rea- 
ſon, to the lateſt decline of it in old age 
we ſhall find him engaged, and gene- 
rally hurried on in ſuch a ſucceſſion of 
different purſuits, and different opinions 
of things, through the different ſtages of 
his life—as will admit of no explica- 
tion, but this, that he find no reſt for 
the ſole of his foot, on any of the plans 
where he has been led to expect it. 


The moment he is got looſe from tu- 
tors and governors, and is left to judge 
LY EE for 


SERMON I 1 
for himſelf, and purſue this ſcheme his 
own way — his farſt thoughts are gene- 
rally full of the mighty happineſs which 
he is going to enter upon, from the free 
enjoyment. of the pleaſures in which he 
ſees others of his age and fortune en- 
gaged. 


In conſequence of this—take notice, 


| . how his imagination is caught by.every 


glittering appearance that flatters this 
expectation,—Obſerve what impreſſions 
are made upon his ſenſes, hy diverſions, 
muſic, dreſs, and beauty—and how his . 
ſpirits are upon the wing, flying in pur - 
ſuit of them; that you would think he 
could neyer have enough. 


Leave him to himſelf a few years, till 
the edge of appetite is worn down and 
you will ſcarce know him again. You 

Vol. I. C ll 
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will find him entered into engagements, 
and ſetting upfor- a man of buſineſs and 
conduct, talking of no other happineſs 
but what centers in projects of making 
the moſt of this world, and providing 
for his children and children's children 
after them. Examine his notions, he 
will tell you, that the gayer pleaſures 
of youth, are only fit for thoſe who 
know not how to diſpoſe of themſelves 
and time to better advantage. That 
however fair and promiſing they might 
appear to a man unpractiſed in them — 
they were no better than a life of folly 
and impertinence, and ſo far from an- 
ſwering your expectations of happineſs, 
*twas well if you eſcaped without pain.— 
That in every experiment he had tried, 
he had found more bitter than ſweet, and 
for the little pleaſure one could ſnatch — 
it too often left a terrible ſting behind it: 
Beſides, 


SERMON . 19 
Beſides, did the balance lie on the other 
ſide, he would tell you there could be 
no true ſatisfaction where a life runs on 
in ſo giddy a circle, out of which a wiſe 
man ſnould extricate himſelf as ſoon as he 
can, thathe may begin to look forwards. 
hat it becomes a man of character 
and conſequence to lay afide childrſh- 
things, to take care of his intereſts, to 
eſtabliſh the fortune of his family, and 
place it out of want and dependence: 
and in a word, if there is ſuch a thing 
as happineſs upon earth, it muſt conſiſt 
in the accompliſhment of this; — and 
for his own part, if God ſhould proſper 

his endeavours ſo as to be worth ſuch 
a ſum, or to be able to bring ſuch a 
point to bear — he ſhall be one of the 
happieſt of the ſons of men. In full 
aſſurance of this, on he drudges—plots 
—contrives—riles early late takes reſt, 
"GY - and 
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and eats the bread of carefulneſs, till at 
length, by hard labour and perſeverance, 
he has reached, if not outgone the object 
he had firſt in view. — When he has got 
thus far — if he is aplain and fincere man, 
he will make no ſcruple to acknowledge 
truly what alteration he has found in 

himſelf. —Ifyouaſk him —he will tell you 
that his imagination painted ſomething. 
before his eyes, the reality of which he 

has not yet attained to: that with all the 
accumulations of his wealth, he neither 

lives the merrier, ſleeps the ſounder, or 

has leſs care and anxiety upon his ſpirits 

chan at his firſt ſetting out. 


Perhaps, you'll ſay, FER dignity, ho- 
' nour, or title only is wanting — Oh! 
could I accompliſh that, as there would 
be nothing left then for me to wiſh, 


good Gop! how happy ſhould I be! 
"Tis 
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Tis ſtill the ſame the dignĩtyor title 
though they crown his head with honour 
— add not one cubit to his happineſs. 
Upon ſumming up the account, all is 
found to be ſeated merely in the imagi- 
nation. The faſter he has purſued, the 
faſter the phantom fled before him, 
and to uſe the Satyriſt's compariſon 
of the chariot wheels, — haſte as they 
will, they muſt for ever keep the ſame 
eiftance. 


But what? though I have been thus 
far diſappointed in my expectations of 
happineſs from the poſſeſſion of riches 
Let me try whether I ſhall not meet 
te with it, in the ſpending and faſhion- 
able enjoyment of them.“ 


| Behold! 1 will get me down, and 
make me great works, and build me 
C 3 houſes, 


— 
— 
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houſes, and plant me vineyards, and. 


make me gardens and pools of water. 


And I vill get me ſervants and maidens, 


and whatſoever my eyes deſire, I will not 
not keep from them. W 


In proſecution. of this — he drops all 
gainful purſuits — withdraws himſelf 
from the buſy part of the world — rea- 
lizes — pulls down — builds up again. 
—Buys ſtatues, pictures plants — and 
plucks up by the roots—levels moun- 
tains—and fills up vallies—turns rivers 
into dry ground, and dry ground into 
rivers.—Says unto this man, go, and 
he goeth, and unto another, do this, 
and he doeth it. and whatſoe ver his ſoul 
luſteth after of this kind, he withholds 
not from it. When every thing is thus 


planned by himſelf, and executed accord- 


ing to his 'wiſh and direction, ſurely he 
| | is 
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is arrived to the accompliſhment of his 


1 


wiſhes, and has got to the ſummit of all 


human happineſs Let the moſt fortu- 


nate adventurers in this way, anſwer the 
queſtion for him, and ſay = how often 
it ariſes higher than a bare and ſimple. 
amuſement—and. well, if you can com 
pound for that ·ſinceꝰtis often purchaſed 
at ſo high a price, and ſo ſoured by a 
mixture of other incidental vexations, as 


to become too often a work of repent- 
ance, which in the end will extort the 


ſame ſorrowful confeſſion from him, 
which it did from Solomon, in the like 


caſe,.— LO]! I looked on all the works 


chat my hands had wrought, and on the 


labour that I had laboured to do and | 


behold all was vanity. and vexation of 
ſpirit—and there was no o profit to me 
under the {un. 
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tui be no miracle, if upon caſting it up 


de has gone farther lengths than he firſt 


intended, run into expences which have 


intangled his fortune, and brought him- 


ker into fuch difficulties a as to make way 


"= ii 274 


for the laſt experiment! be can try and 


that 18, to turn miſer, with no happineſs 


in View but what is to riſe out of the 
little deſigns of a ſordid mind, ſet upon 


ſaving and ſcraping up, all he has ! un u- 
dicioufly ſpent. 


In this laft ſtage—behold him a poor 
wembling wretch, ſhutup from all man- 
kind ſinking into utter contempt; 
ſpending carefuldays and ſleepleſs nights 
inpurſ uit of what a narrow and contracted 


heart can never enjoy: and let us here 


jeave him to the conviction. he will one 
Gy: find That there is no end of his la- 


bour 
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bour That his eyes will never be ſatiſ- 
fied with riches, or will ſay For whom 
do I labour and n 2 reſt ? 
2 is alſo a ſore travel. 


rte! 
1 pelieve this i no uncommon picture 


of the diſappointments of human life — 
and the manner our pleaſures and enjoy- 
ments ſlip from under us in every ſtage 
of our life. And though I would not 
be thought by it, as if I was denying 
the reality of pleaſures, or diſputing the 
being of them, any more, than one 
would the reality of pam — yet I muſt 
obſerve on, this head, that there is a plain 
diſtinction to be made betwixt'pleafure 
and happineſs. For though there can be 
no happineſs without pleaſure - yet the 
reverſe of the propoſition will not hold 
true. We are ſo made, that from the 
common gratifications of our appetites, 
and the impreſſions of a thouſand objects, 
RY 80 


- 


26 8 E R M. ON I. 

we ſnatch the one, like a tranſient gleam, 
without being ſuffered to taſte the other, 
and enjoy the perpetual ſun-ſhine and 
fair weather which conſtantly attend it. 
This, I contend, 1s only to be found in 
religion---intheconſciouſneſsof virtue— 
and the ſure and certain hopes of a better 
kfe, which brightens: all our proſpects, 
and leaves no room to dread diſappoint- 
ments becauſe the expectation of it is 
built upon a rock whoſe foundations are 
as deep as thoſe of heaven and hell. 


And tho' in our pilgrimage through 
this world ſome of us may be ſo for- 
tunate as to meet with ſome clear foun- 
tains by the way,, that may cool, for a 
few moments, the heat of this. great 
thirſt of happineſs—yet our Saviour, 
who knew the world, though he enjoyed 
but little of it, tells us, that whoſoever 
drinketh of this water will thirſt again: 

— and 
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and we all find by experience it is ſo, 
ang by readan, that it always:mult be ſo. 


214 \g I 


þ - conclude with 2 ſhort obſervation 
195 


upon Solomon J evidence | in ibis caſe. 
Never did the buſy brain of a lean and 
hectick chemiſt ſearch for the philoſo- 
pher's ſtone with more pains and ardour 
than this great man did after happineſs.— 
He was one of the wiſeſt enquirers into 
nature had tried all her powers and ca- 
pacities, and after a thouſand vain ſpe- 
culations and vile experiments, he affirm- 
ed at length, it lay hid in no one thing 
he had tried; like the chemiſt's projecti- 
ons all had ended in ſmoak, or what 
was worſe, in yanity and vexation of 
ſpirit: —the concluſion of the whole 
matter was t this—thar he adviſes every 
man who, would be happy, to fear Gop 
and keep. his commandments, 7 


. S ER. 
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SERMON II. 
The Houſe of F eaſting 


AN D 


The Houſe of Mourning 
_ Deſcribed, 


5 * 
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EccLESIASTES VII. 2, 3. 


It is better to go to the houſe of mourning 
than to the houſe of feaſting.- 


HAT I deny — but let us hear 

the wiſe man's reaſoning upon it 
— for that is the end of all men, and the 
living will lay it to his Heart: ſorrow is 
better than laughter — for a crack'd- 
brain'd order of Carthuſian monks, I 
grant, but not for men of the world!: 
For what purpoſe, do you imagine, has 
God made us? for the ſocial ſweets of 
the well-watered vallies, where he has 
planted us, or for the dry and diſmal 
deſert of a Sierra Morena? are the ſad 
accidents of life, and the uncheery hours 


which 
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which ' perpetually: overtake us, are they | 
not enough, but we mult fally forth in 
queſt- of them, —belye our own hearts, 
and fay © as your rext would have 
us, that they are better than thoſe 'of 


Joy ? did the Beſt of Beings ſend us into 
the world for this end— to go weeping 
through 1 it, to vex and ſhorten a life 


ſhort and vexatious enough already? do 
you-thiak, my good preacher, that he 
who. is infinitely happy, can envy us our 
enjoyments ? or that a Being fo infinitely 
Kind would grudge amournful traveller, 
the ſhort reſt and refreſhments neceſſary 
to ſupport his ſpirits through. the ſtages 
of a weary pilgrimage? or that he 
would call him to a fevere reckoning, 
decauſe in his way he had haſtily ſnatched 
at ſome little fugacious pleaſures, merely 
to ſweeten this uneaſy journey of life, 
and reconcile him to the ruggedneſs of 
the 
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"the. road and the many hard juſtlings he 
is ſure. to meet with! ? Conſider, I beſeech - 
you, what proviſion and. accdmmoda- 
tion, the Author of our being! has pre- 
pared for us, that we might not go on 
our way forrowing——how many cara- 
vanſeras of reſt What powers and fa- 
culties he has given-us for taking i it 
what apt objects he has placed in our way 
to entertain us; —ſome of which he has 
made ſo fair, ſo exquiſitely fitted for this 
end, that they have pow-er over us for a 
time to charm away the ſenſe of pain, 
to cheer up the dejected heart under 
poverty and ſickneſs, and make it go 
and remember i its miſeries no more. Sap 


I will not contend at preſent againſt 
this rhetorick; I would chooſe rather for 
a moment to go on with theallegory, and 
ſay we are travellers, and, in the moſt 

Vol. IJ. % h {02h n affecting 
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affecting ſenſe of that idea, that like 


travellers, though upon buſineſs of che 


laſt and neareſt concern to us, may ſurely” 
be allowed to amuſe ourſelves with the 


natural oi or artificial beauties of the coe 
try we are paſſing through, without re- 
proach of forgetting the main errand we 
are ſent upon; and if we can ſo order 
it, as not to be led out of the way, by 
. the variety of proſpects, edifices, and 
ruins which ſolicit us, it would be a 
nonſenſical piece of ſaint-errantry to 


ſhut our eyes. 


But let us not doſe ſight of the argu- 
ment 1 in 1 of the ſimile. 


Let us remember, various as our ex- 
curſions are that we have ſtill ſet our 
faces towards Jeruſalem - that we have a 


Place * reſt and Wr which 
we 
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we haſten, and that the way to get there 
is not ſo much to pleaſe our, hearts, as 
t improve them in virtue; that mirth 


and feaſting are uſually, no, friends to 
atchievements of this kind but that a 


ſeaſon, of aMi&tion is in ſome ſort a 
ſeaſon of piety——not only becauſe, our 
ſufferings are apt to put us in mind of 
our ſins, but that by the check and! in- 
terruption, which, they give to our pur- 
ſuits, they allow us what the hurry and 
| buſtle of the world too often deny us,— 
and that is, a little time for reflection, 
which is all that moſt of us want to 


make us wiſer and better men; that at 
certain times it is ſo neceſſary, a man's 
mind ſhould be turned towards itſelf, that 
rather than want occaſions, he had bet- 
ter purchaſe them at the expence of his 
preſent happinrſs.— He had better, as 
the eee it, £0 40 the, houſe. of 
1 h- 
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mourning where he will meet with fore 
thing to ſubdue his paſſions, than tothe 
houſe of} feaſting, where the joy and galet | 
of the place 1s likely to Excite them: * 
That whereas the entertainments and ta- 
reſſes of the one place, expoſe his heart 
and Jay i it open to temptations—the ſor- 
rows of the other defend it, and as natu- 
rally ſhut them from it. So ſtrange and 
unaccoùntable a creature is man! he is ſo 
framed, that he cannot but purſue hap- | 
pineſs—and yet unleſs he is made ſome- 
times miſerable, how apt is he to miſtake 
the way which cah only lead him to the 
accompliſhment of his own wiſhes. 


This is the full force of the wile man's 
declaration.—But to do farther Juſtice ' 
to his words, I will endeavour to bring 
the ſubject ſtill nearer, —For which pur- 
poſe, it will be neceſſary to ſtop here, 


and 
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and. take a tranſient view. of the 'twO 
Blaces here referred to; abe houſe of 


mourning, and the houſe of fealting. 
Give me.leaye, therefore, I bekrech you, 
to recall, both of them for a moment, to 
_ Your: imaginations, that from thence I 
may appeal to your hearts, how f fairhful- 
ly, and upon what good g grounds, the ef- 
ects and natural operations of each upon 
our minds. are e in the text. 

hk krſt, be us 5 look. into the houſe 
of, feaſting. 


21 


1 * 


And ben to be as fair Pee: candid as 
poſſible in the. deſcription of this, we 
vill not take it from the worſt originals, 
. ſuch as are opened merely for the ſale 


of virtue, and fo calculated for the end, 


that the diſguiſe each is under. not. only 


gives power fa;ely to drive on the bar- 
D 3 gain, 


a, 
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gain, but ſafely | to carry it into Execu- 
tion too. f 5 ders 

This we will not ſuppoſe to be the 
caſe nor let us even imagine, the houſe 
of feaſting, to be ſuch a ſcene of intem- 
perance and exceſs, as the houſe of feaſt- 
ing does often exhibit; - but let us take 
it from one, as little exceptionable as we 
can here there is, or at leaſt appears, 
nothing really criminal but where 
every thing ſeems to be kept within 
the viſible bounds of moderation and 
ſobriety. 


Imagine then ſuch a houſe of feaſt- 
ing, where either by conſent or invita- 
tion a number of each ſex is drawn to- 
gether for no other purpoſe but the en- 
joyment and mutual entertainment of 

each other, which we will ſuppoſe mall 
ariſe 


ariſe from no other pleaſures but what 


4 
- 


W + FILA Lf te CI VISIRE TIE (4 Trike 
cuſtom author iſes, and r eligion does not 


abſolutely forbid.. "007 


[ _ + atv S_ 4 1 | : ; . 
Before we nter let us enamine, 


WHut muſt be the ſentiments ob æach in- 
dtoidual previous to his arrival und we 


thall find that however they mayidiffer 


from one another in tempers and apini- 
ons, that every one ſeems . tocagree in 
this that' as he is going tdi a houſe 
dedicated to joy and mirth, it was fit he 
ſhould diveſt himſelf of whatever was 
likely to contradict that intention, or be 
inconſiſtent with it. —— That for this 
purpoſe, he had left his cares — his ſe- 
Tious thoughts and his moxal-reflec- 
tions behind him, and was come forth 
from home with only ſuch diſpoſitions 
and gaiety of heart as ſuited the occaſian, 
and promoted tlie intended mirth and 
een D122 Jjolliey 
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jattity'sf the place. With this p1opare- 
25 of wind, Which is às little as dan 
be ſuppoſed, ſince it will amount to mno 
| more than a deſire in each to render 


YA FY * 0 


ebnen them entering into ef 50d of 
feaſting, with hearts ſet looſe from grave 
1 reſtraints, and open to the expectations 
of receiving pleaſure. It is not neceſſary 
as I premiled, to bring intemperance in- 
to this ſcene—or to ſuppoſe ſuch an ex- 
ceſs in the gratification of the appetites 
as ſhall ferment the blood and ſet the 
defires i in a flame:— Let us admit no 
-more of it therefore, than will gently 
ſtir them, and fit them for the umpreſ- 
ſtons which ſo benevolent 2 .commerce 
will naturally excite. In this diſpoſition, 
thus wrought upon beforehand and al 
Ne. N — improved to this purpoſe,—take 
notice how mechanically the thoughts 
I and 
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and ſpirits riſe — how, ſgong, cd, feen. 


bly, chey arg got above ghe.pigch and 


rt bounds: which cooler hours would 
have: marked. ni gitlab 
% eng 2! 8 
0 "When, the g. FOE and {mil ling g Alec of 
1 things has begun ro lepye 85 Palfages 
to a man' $ heart thus thoughtleſsly un- 
; guarded—when kind and carctinglodks 
of every, object without, thar, can flatter 
aus. ſenſes, have conſpired ' with the ene- 
my within, to betray him, and put him 
off his defence, — when muſic likewiſe 
hath lent her aid, and tried her power 
upon the paſſions, when the voice of 


K nem wþ 19735 


_ ſinging men, and the voice of ſinging | 


| women with the ſound of the viol and 
Io lute have broke in upon his ſoul, and 

n ſome tender notes have touched the 
_ ſprings of rapture, that moment 


ett us s diet and look i into his heart,— 
"fee 
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ſee how vain how weak | how empty a 
thing it is! Look through its ſeveral re- 

cefſts,—thoſe pure manſions formed for 
the reception of innocence and virtue 

ſad ſpectacle ! Behold thoſe fair inhabi- 
tants now diſpoſſeſſed turned out of 
their ſacred Evetlicgs, to make room— 


for what? at the beſt for levity and 
indiſcretion—perhaps for folly—ir may: 


be for more impure gueſts, which pol- 
ſibly in ſo general a riot of the mind. 
and ſenſes may take occaſion to enter 
unſuſpected at the ſame time. 


In a ſcene and diſpoſition, thus de- 
ſcribed can the moſt cautious ſay 
thus far ſhall my deſires go and no 
farther? or will the cooleſt and moſt cir- 
cumſpect ſay, when pleaſure has taken full. 


poſſeſſion of his heart, that no thought. 
nor * ſhall ariſe there, which he 


1 would 
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would have concealedꝰ — In thoſe looſe 
and unguarded momentstheĩmagination 
is not always at command rin ſpite of 
reaſon and reflection, it Will forcibhy 
cake him ſometimes whither, he would 

not — like the, unclean ſpirit, in the pa- 
rent's ſad deſcription of his child's caſe, 
which took him, and oft· times caſt him 
into the fire to deſtroy him, and where 
ſoever it, taketh him it teareth him, and 
hardly departeth from him. 


2 But this you'll ſay, is the worſt ac- 
count of what the mind may ſuffer here. 


Why may we not make more favour- 
able. ſuppoſitions?—that numbers by 
exerciſe and cuſtom to ſuch encounters, 
learn gradually to deſpiſe and triumph 
over them; that the minds of many 
are not ſo ſuſceptible of warm impreſ- 
_ or ſo badly fortified againſt them, 

h that 
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that pleaſure ſhould eaſily corrupt or 


ſoften themʒ that it would be hard to 
ſuppoſe, of the great multitudes which 
daily throng and preſs into this houſe of 
feaſting ; but that numbers come out of 


it again, with all the innocence with 

which they entered; — and that if both . ' 
ſexes are included in the computatien, 
what Fair examples ſhall we ſce of many 


r 


of ſo pute and chaſte a tur of mind 
that the houſe of feaſting, with all its 
charms and temptations, was never able 


to excite a thought, or awaken an incli-- 


nation which virtue need to bluſh-at— 
or which the moſt {ſcrupulous conſcience: 
might not ſupport. God forbid we 


' ſhould ſay otherwiſe: —No doubt, num- 


bers of all ages eſcape unhurt, and get 
off thisdangerousſea without ſhipwreck: 


Yet are they not to be reckoned amongſt 
the more fortunate adventuters; and 


4 


though 
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though one would not abſolutely prohibit 
the attempt, or be ſo cynical as to on- 
demn every one who tries it, ſince there 
are ſo many; 1 ſuppoſe, who cannot well 
do otherwiſe,” and whoſe condition and 
ſituation in life unavoidably force them 
upon it yet WE may be allowed to 

deſeribe this fair and flattering coaſt— 
we may point out the unſuſpected dan- 
gers of it, and warn the unwary paſſen- 
ger, where they lie. We may ſhew him 
what hazards his youth and inexperience F 
will run, how little he can gain by the 
venture, and how much wiſer and better 
it would be (as is implied in the text) to 
ſeek occaſions rather to improve his little 
ſtack of virtue than incautiouſly expoſe 
it to ſo unequal a chance, where the beſt 
he can hope is to return ſafe with what 
treaſure he carried out but where pro- 
bably, he may be. ſo unfortunate as to 
| loſe 
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Jol it all Abe loſt hirnſelf, and undone 


Wenn 02 205.1 eben e 0 
is floul Yo of BA gane 10 2tuod 
Fhus. much for the houſe of fealting;;t 

whichnby! the way, though generally 

open at other times of the year through. 
out the world, is ſuppoſed in chriſtian 
countries, now every where to be uni- 
verſally ſhut up. And, in truth, I haye, 
been more full in my cautions againſt it, 
not only as reaſon requires, —— but in 
reverence to this ſeaſon, * wherein our 
church exacts a more particular for- 
bearance and ſelf-denial in this point, 
and thereby adds to the reſtraints upon; 
pleaſure and entertainn:cnts which this 
repreſentation of things has e e 


againſt them already. 


Here then, let us turn afide from wy 
gay ſcene; and ſuffer e to take you 
Gag | * iu 
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. for a moment to ona much ter 
for your meditation. Let us go jnto;the 
houſe of mourning, made ſo by ſuch af- 
flictions as havt been. brought in, merely 
by the common croſs accidents and diſ- 
aſters to which our condition ĩs expoſed, 
here perhaps, the aged: parents fit 
broken-hearted, pierced to their ſouls 
with the folly and indiſcretionof a thank- 
leſs child - the child of their prayers, in 
whom all their hopes and expectations 
centered: perhaps amore affecting ſcene 
—a virtuous family lying pinched with 
want, where the unfortunate ſupport of it 
having long ſtruggled with a train of miſ- 
fortunes, and bravely fought up againſt 
them is row piteouſly borne down at 
the laſt overwhelmed with a cruel 
blow which no forecaſt or frugal: ty could 
| have prevented. -O Gor! look. upon N 
his afflictions. — Behold him diſtracted 


volt a 


48 SERMON I. 
with many ſorrows, ſurrounded with the 
tender pledges of his love, and the part- 
ner of his cares—without bread to give 
them, unable, from the remembrance of 
better days, to dig; — to beg, aſhamed. 


When we enter into the houſe of 
mourning ſuch as this—it is impoſſible 
to inſult the unfortunate even with an 
improper look. —Under whatever levity 

and diſſipation of heart, ſuch objects 
catch oureyes,—they catch likewiſe our 
attentions, collect and call home our 
ſcattered thoughts, and exerciſe them 
with wifdom. A tranſient ſcene of di- 
ſtreſs, ſuch as is here ſketched, how ſoon 
does it furniſh materials to ſet the mind 
at work? how neceſſarily does it engage 
it to the conſideration of the miſeries 
and misfortunes, the dangers and cala- 
mities to which the life of man is ſubject? 
By 


SERMONAE. 4x 
By holding up ſüch a glaſs before it, it 


AN 


forces the mind to ſee and feftect upôn 


theVanity,—thie petiſhing conditibn'and” 
uilcertain tenüte of every thing in this 
world. From reffections of this ſerious 
caſt, howinſenſibly « do the thoughts carry 
us fartherꝰ and from coniſiderin g what 
we are—what kind of world e live in, 
and what evils befal us in it, how natu- 
rally do they ſet us to look forwards at 
what poſſibly. we ſhall be? for what 
kind of world we are intended—what 
evils may befal us there—and what pro- 


viſion we ſhould makeagainft them here, 


whilſt we have time and opportunity. 
Ik theſe leff ons are ſo inſeparable from 
the hopſe of mourning here ſuppoſed— 
we ſhall find it a {till more inſtructive 
ſchool of wiſdom when we take a view 
of the place in that more affecting light 
Vo r. I. E in 


4 6 wy . 8 A £6 _ i = Tr” "OD 2 _ 
r NINETY PRs [ 


— — — 
1 


8 — _ — e 2 
. ̃ ˙ a EE. oe CSS R 


Co — * —_" a, eo ET La. 


— . r 
„ on * 


A 2 8 * = 3 3 —— —_ —_ n — * Wan * 
— rr — nc 22 — tn 
# : 


30 SERMON II. 
in which the wiſe man ſeems to confine 


it in the text, in which, by the houſe of 


mourning, I believe, he means that par- 
ticular ſcene of ſorrow where there is la- 
mentation and mourning for the dead. 


Turn in hither, I beſeech you, for a 
moment. Behold a dead man ready te 
be. carried out, the only ſon of his mo- 
ther, and ſhe a widow: Perhaps a more 
affecting ſpectacle a kind and indul- 
gent father of a numerous family, hies 
breathleſs —— ſnatched away in the 
ſtrength of his age——torn in an evil 
hour from his children and the boſom 
of a diſconſolate EE. 5 


Behold much people of the city ga- 
thered together to mix their tears, with 
ſettled ſorrow in their looks, going hea- 
vily along to the houſe of mourning, to 


per- 
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perform that laſt melancholy office, 
Which when the debt of nature is pay- 
ed, we are called upon to my” _ 
other. 


If this {ad occalion which leads him 
there, has not done it already, take no- 
tice, to what a ſerious and devout frame 
of mind every man is reduced, the mo- 
ment he enters this gate of affliction. 
The buſy and fluttering ſpirits, which in 
the houſe of mirth were wont to tranſ- 
port him from one diverting, object to 
another — ſee how they are fallen l how : 
peaceably they are laid! in this gloomy 
manſionfullof ſhades and uncomfortable 
damps to ſeize the ſoul —ſee, the light 
and eaſy heart, which never knew what 
it was to think before, how penſive it is 


now, how ſoft, how ſuſceptible, how Kull 
e ; of 


5a SERMON I. 

of religious impreſſions, how deeply ir 
is ſmitten with ſenſe and with a love of 
virtue. Could we, in this criſis, whilſt 
this empire of reaſon and religion Jaſts, 
and the heart is thus exerciſed with wiſ- 
dom and buſied with heavenly contem- 
plations——could we ſee it naked as it 
is — ſtripped of its paſſions, unſpotted 
by the world, and regardleſs of its plea- 
ſures—we might then ſafely reſt our 
cauſe, upon this ſingle evidence, and 
appeal to the moſt ſenſual, whether So- 
lomon has not made a juſt determina- 
tion here, in favour of the houſe of 
mourning ?—not tor its own ſake, but 
as it is fruitful in virtue, and becomes 
the occaſion of ſo much good. With- 
ont this end, ſorrow I own has no uſe 
but to ſhorten a man's days—nor can 


gravity, with all its ſtudied ſolemnity 


of 


SERMON II. 63 


of look and carriage, ſerve any end but 


to make one half of the world merry, 
and impoſe upon the other. 


— 


Conſider what has been ſaid, and may 
God of his mercy bleſs you. Amen. 
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SERMON I. 


Lokk x. 365 37. 


Which now of theſe three, thinkeft thau: 
was neighbour unto him that fellamong ſt 
the thieves? — And be ſaid, He that 


ſhewed mercy on bim. Then ſaid. Jeſus: 
unto him—Go, and do thou likewiſe. | 


N che foregoing verſes-of this chap- 
ter, the Evangeliſt relates, chat a 
certain jawyer food up and tempicd 
Ixsus, ſaying, Maſter, what ſhall 1 do- 
to inherit eternal life? To which en- 
quiry, our SAVIOUR, as his manner was, 
when any enſnaring queſtion was put to 
him, 


5s S'ERMON III. 
kim, which he ſaw proceeded:more:from: 
a deſign to entangle him, than an honeſt: 
view of getting information — inſtead. 
of giving a direct anſwer which might 
afford a handle to malice, or at beſt ſerve 
only to gratify an impertinent humour 
he immediately retorts the queſtion upon 
the man who aſked it, and unavoid- 
| ably puts him upon the neceſſity of an- 
ſwering himſelf ;—and, as in the preſent 
caſe, the particular profeſſion'of the en- 
quirer, and his ſuppoſed general know- 
ledge of all other branches of learning, 
left no room to ſuſpect he could be igno- 
rant of the true anſwer to this queſtion, 
and eſpecially of what every one knew 
was delivered upon that head by their 
great Legiſlator, our Sax vioux there - 
fore refers him to his own memory of 
what he had found there i in the courſy 
of tis ſtudies. —What 1 is written 1n the- 
law, 
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| law, how readeſt thou? Upon which 
the enquirer reciting the general heads 
of our duty to God and Max as de- 
livered i in the 18th of Levitigus and 
the 6th, of Deyteronomy;——namely=- 
That we Gould warſhip the Lord our Gd 
with all our hearts, and love aur neightour 
as ourſetves. ;; our. bleſſed Saviour tells 
him, he had anſwered right, and if he 
tollowed that leſſon, he could nat fail of 
the bleſſing he ſeemed deſirous to inhe- 
rit.— T bis do, and thou Malt live. | 
But he, as the context tells us, willing 
to juſtify himſelf willing poſſibly to 
gain more credit in the conference, or 
hoping perhaps to hear ſuch a partial 
and narrow definition of the word 
veigbbour as would ſuit his own princi- 
Ow and gh ſome 1 ger 
ti Nr et . ions 
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ſions of his own, or thoſe of which his 
whole order lay under an accuſation— 
fays unto JE Sus in the 29th verſe 
And who is my neigbbour? Though the 
demand at firſt ſight may ſeem utterly 
trifling, yet was it far from being ſo in 
fact. For according as you underſtood 
the term in a more or leſs reſtrained ſenſe 
it produced many neceſſary variations 
in the duties you owed from that rela- 
tion. Our bleſſed Saviour, to rectify 
any partial and pernicious miſtake in this 


matter, and to place at once this duty of 
the love of our neighbour upom its true 
bottom of philanthropy and univerſal 
kindriefs, makes anſwer to the propoſed 
queſtion, not by any far fetched refine- 
ment from the ſchools of the Rabbies, 
which might have ſooner Menced chan 
convinced the man — but by a direct 


appeal 
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appeal to human nature in an inſtance he 
relates of a man falling amongſt thieves, 
left in the greateſt diſtreſs imaginable, 
till by chance a. Samaritan, an utter 
ſtranger, coming where he was, by an 
act of great goodneſs and compaſſion, 
not only relieved him at preſent, but 
took him under his protection, and gene- 
rouſly. provided for his future ſafety. 


On the cloſe of which engaging ac- 
count——our Saviour appeals to the 
man's own heart in the firſt verſe of the 
text hich now of theſe three, thinkeſt 
thou, was neighbour unto him that fell a- 
mong ſt the thieves ? and inſtead of draw- 
ing the inference himſelf, leaves him to 
decide in favour of ſo noble a principle 
ſo evidently, founded in mercy. — The 
lawyer, ſtruck with the truth and juſtice. 
of the doctrine,and frankly acknowledg- 


Inc 
ng 
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ingthe force of it, our bleſſed /Saviour 

concludes the debate with ſhort admo 

nition, that he would practiſe what he 

had approved and go, and ĩmitate that! 
| fair example of univerſal bene volence 

which ãt had ſet before him. 


1 ; 
5710 21.9398} .! ira 140 101715038 


In the remaining part of Geddes b 
I ſhall follow the ſame plan j-and there- 
fore Mall beg leave to enlarge firſt upon 
the ſtory itſelf, with ſuch reflections as 
will ariſe from it; and conclude, as our 
'Saviouk: has done, with the ſame ex- 
hortation to kindneſs and ER 
which da falls from i i. 09 l. 


A certain man, FER | * Seer 
went don from Jeruſalem to Jericho, and 
fell among thieves, who ſtripped him of 
his raiment; and departed, leaving him 
half dead. There is ſomething in our 


nature 


, J 
* * .& 
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mature which engages us to take part 
in every accident to which man is ſub- 
ject, from what cauſe ſoever it may 
have happened but inſuchcalamities as 
a man has. fallen. into through mere miſ- 
fortune, to be charged upon no fault or 
indiſcretion of himſelf, there is ſome- 
thing then ſo truly intereſting, that at 
the firſt ſight we generally make them 
our own, not altogether from a.xeflec- 
tion that they might have been or may 
be ſo, but oftener from a certain genero- 
ſity and tenderneſs of nature which diſ- 
poſes us for compaſſion, abſtracted from 
all conſiderations of ſelf: ſo that with- 
out any obſervable act of the will, we 
ſuffer with the unfortunate, and feel a 
weight upon our ſpirits we know not 
why, om ſeeing the moſt common inſtan- 
ces. of their diſtreſs. But where the ſpec- 
tacle is uncommonly tragical, and com- 
| 1 plicated 
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-Plicated with many circumſtances of mi- 
dex tho vii ndl is then taken captive-at 
Once andtenve it inolined to it, has h 
. NN te rehſtance bit furrenders“ 
iel Wan he tender emotibns of pity®' 


ank dee cbidern. So that when” ons 


confidtrs tis friendly part of bur nature 
withobtlosKing farther, one would think 
it impoffible fbr man to Took" Upon fle 
ſery without finding himſelf in ſome 

meaſüft attached to the intereſt bf Him. 

who ſuffers it.—1 ſay, « one would chile” 1 
it impoff ble for there are fore tem?” 
pers—how ſhall I deſcribe them dl 


46; 


formed either of ſuch impenetrable mat. 


ter, or wrought up by habituat ſelfiſfi-⸗ 

neſs to ſuch an utter inſenſibility of WRA 
becomes of the fortunes of their fellows! 
creatures, as if they were not partakets 
of the Tame nature, or had no lot or- 


connection at all with the ſpecies. 


* 
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Of this character, our Savrov pro- „ 
duces two diſgraceful inſtances ĩa the be- 
haviour of a Prieſt and a Levite, hom in 


his account ke repreſents as coming to 


the place where the unhappy man was; 
both paſſing by without either ſtretch»! 
ing forth a hand to aſſiſt, or uttering a 
word to comfort him in his diſtreſs. 


And by chance there came down a 
certain prieſt !—merciful God! that a 
teacher of thy religion ſnould ever want 


humanity — or that a man whoſe head | 
might be thought full of the one, ſhould . 


have a heart void of the other! — This 
however was the caſe before us and 
though in theory one would ſcarce ſuſ- 
pect that the leaſt pretence to religion | 
and an open diſregard to ſo main à pat 
of it, could ever meet together in one 
i F perion; , 
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Felton = — - yet 1n fact! 1t is no fictitious 
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5 Tas into the world how often do 
you behold A ſordid wretch, whoſe ſtrait 
heart is qpen to no man's "affliction, 
taking ſhelter behind an appearance of 
piety, and putting on the garb of reli- 
gion, which none but the merciful and 
compaſſionate have a title to wear. Take 
notice with what ſanctity he goes to 

the end of his days, in the ſame ſelfiſh 

track in which he at-firſt ſet out—turn- 
ing neither to the right hand nor to the 
| left but plods on —— pores all his 

Jife long upon the ground, as if afraid 

; T1i0ð look up, leſt peradventure he ſhould N 

Ii ſee aught which might turn him one 

moment out of that ſtrait line "where 

intereſt is carrying him; — or if, by 
| Chance, he ſtumbles upon a hapleſs Ob- 

e F jest 
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ect of diſtreſs, which threatens ſuch a 
diſaſter to him like the man here  repre- 
ſented, devoutly. paſſing by on the other 
ide, as if unwilling to cruſt himſelf to 
the impreſſions of nature, or hazard t the 


inconveniencies which pißy might legd 
him into upon the occaſion, 


» 
144 


"There" i böt one. iroke wanting in 
this picture of an unmerciful man toren- 
der the character utterly odious, and that 
our Saviour gives it in the following 
" inſtance he relates upon it. And like- 
vile, ſays he, a Levite, when be was at 
"the place, came and looked at him. It was 

| not a tranſient overſight, the hafty or ill- 
| _Adviſed neglect of an unconſidering hu- 
- mour, with which the beſt-difpoſed are 
5] [ſometimes qvertaken, and led on beyond 
| the point where otherwiſe. they would 
have viſhed to Top - — No! 1— on the 
a - con- 


68 SERMON III. 
contrary, it had all the aggravation of N 
deliberate act of inſenſibility proceeding 
from a hard heart. When he was at the 
place, he came, and looked at him,. 
conſidered lxis misfortunes, gaye time fr 
reaſon and nature to have awoke — ſaw a 
the imminent danger he was in — and the 
preſſing neceſſity af immediate help, 
winch ſo violent a caſe called aloud for 
—and after all--turned 5 and un- 
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In all unmerciful actions che wy of 
men pay this compliment at leaſt to hu- 
manity, as to endeavour to wear as much 
of the appearance of ĩt, as the caſe will, 
well let them 3 — io that in the hardeſt: 

acts à man ſhall be guilty of, he HA 

ſome motives, true orfalſe, always ready 

20 * either to fatisfy himſelf or the. 
gs world, 
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World, and, Gon knows, too often to 
wipoſe both upon the one and the other. 
And therefore it would be no hard mat- 
ter here to give a probable gueſs at what 
paſſed in the -Levite's mind in the pre · 
ſene cafe, and ſnhew, was it neceſſury, by 
what” kind of caſuiſtry he ſettlec the 
matter with his conſcience as he paſſed 
by, and guarded all the paſſages. to his 
heart againſt the inroads which pity 
might attempt to make upon the occa- 
fon, — But it is painful to dwell long 
upon this diſagreeable part of the ſtory; 
Ltherefore baſten to the concluding 1 inci- 
dent of it, which is ſo amiable that one 
cannot eaſily be too copious in reflections. 
upon it. And behold, ſays ourSavioun 5 
a certain Samaritan as he journeyed. 
came where he was; and when he ſaw- 
him he had compaſſion. on him.— and. 
went to him — bound. up his. wounds, 
F'3: pouring, 


5 SERMON III. 
pouring in oil. and wine—ſet. him von , 
his own beaſt, brought him to an itt 
and took care of him. I ſuppoſe, it! 
will be ſcarce neceſſary nere to reciting) 
you that the Jews had no dealings with. 
theSamaritans—an old religious grudge 
—the worſt of all grudges, had wrought. 
ſuch a diſlike between both people, that. 
they held themſelves mutually diſcharged. 
not only from all offices of friendſhip 
and kindneſs, but even from the. moſt 
common acts of courteſy and good 

manners. This operated ſo ſtrongly i in 
our Savioun's time, that the woman 
of Samaria ſeemed aſtoniſhed that he, 
being a Jew, ſbould 2 water of her 
who was a.Samaritan ; —ſo that with 
ſuch a prepoſſeſſion, however diſtreſsful 
the caſe of the unfortunate man was, 

and ho reaſonably ſoever he might plead 
for pity from. another man, there was 
Iutle. 
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8 ER MON II. 71 
little aid or conſolation to be a for 
from ſo unpro:miſing a quarter... ar“ * 
after I bave been twice paſſed by, qe 
by men of my own nation and religion, bound | 
by ſo many ties to aſſiſt me, left here friend- 
leſs and unpitied both by a Prieſt and a Le. 
vite, men whoſe profeſſion and ſuperior ad. 
vantages of knowledge could not leave them 
in the dark.in what manner they ſhould 41 
charge this debt which my condition claims 
. —after this what hopes ? what expecta- 
tions from. a paſſenger, not only a franger,, 
— but. à Samaritan releaſed from all olli. 
gatious to me, and by a national diſlike in- 
flamed. by mutual ill offices, now. made my 
enemy, and more likely to rejoice at the evils 
which have fallen upon me, than to ſtretch 
forth a hand to ſave me from them 
7 "Tis no-unnatural: lla to ima. 


gine „ but the actions of generous and! 
F 4. | com 
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e monate tempers bafffe all littlerea- 
PIERS. Jonings/aout them. True charity, in 
che poſtlelsdeſcription, as it is kind and 
Als mot: eafily provoked, ſo it manifeſted 
this character here:; for we find when 
ke camemhere. he was, and beheld his di- 
ſtreſs.—allthe unfriendly paſſions, which 
at another time might have roſe within 
him, now utterly forſook him and fled: 
when he ſaw his misfortunes he forgot 
his enmity. towards the man,. — dropped. 
all the prejudices which education had 
planted againſt him, and in the room of 
them, all that was good and compaſſionate. 
Was 9 to ſpeak in his behalf. 


N 
# > © 


« benevolent natures « che impulſe co 
pity is fo ſudden, that like inſtruments 
of muſic which obey the touch the ob- 
Jefts which are fitted to excite ſuch im- 
bog work ſo inſtantancous an effect, 

that 
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chat you would think the will was-fearce 
vongerned, und that the mind wN Alto 
gti lier paſſive in the ſympathy whickher 


on goodneſs has excited The truch is 


the ſouls generally in ſuckcaſes-Tb 


buſily taken up and wholly engroſſed by 
the object bf pity, that ſhe dbes not at- 


tend to her own operations, or take lei- 
ſure toe amine the principles upon which 


ſhe acts. So that the Samaritan; though 


the moment he ſaw him he had compal- 
ſion on him yet ſudden as the emotion is 
repreſented, you are not to imagine that 
it was mechanical, but that there was a 
ſettled. principle of humanity and good- 


neſs which operated within him, and in- 


liuenced not only the firſt impulſe dfkind- 
neſs, but the continuation of it through- 
out the reſt of ſo engaging a behaviour. 
And becauſe it is a pleaſure to look into 


000 mind, and trace out as far as one 
mt is 


— 


4 
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is able, what paſſes within it on ſuch oc 
caſions, I ſhall: beg leave for a moment 
to ſtate an account of what was likely to 
paſs in his, and in what manner ſo di- 
ſtreſsful a caſe would neceſſarily work. 
_ ſuch a. diſpoſition, 
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As ke rde the place where the 
unfortunate man lay, the inſtant he be- 
held him, no doubt ſome ſuch train of 
reflections as this would riſe in his mind. 
Good God! what a ſpectacle of miſery 
« do I behold a man ftripped of 
his raiment — wounded--— lying lan- 
“ guiſhing before me upon the ground 
juſt ready to expire, — without the 
comfort of a friend to ſupport. him in 
<« his laſt. agonies, or the proſpect of a 
« hand to cloſe his eyes when his pains 
are over. But perhaps my concern. 
«ſhould leſſen when reflect on the re- 
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S ER MON III. 78 
«lations in which we ſtand tovach other; 
© zxthat he is a Jew and dia Samaritan. 
gut are we not ſtill both men; 
« partakers:of. the ſame nature and 
c ſubject to- the ſame evils? Het me 
change conditions with him for a. 
% moment and conſider, had his lot be- 
fallen me as J journeyed in the way, 
+ what meaſure I ſhould have expected 
« at his hand.—= Should I wiſh when 
ehe beheld me wounded and half dead 
e that he ſhould ſhut up his bowels of: 
compaſſion from me, and double the 
weight of my miſcries by paſſing by. 
and leaving them unpitied? But I: 
am a ſtranger to the man; be it ſo 
but Lam no ſtranger to his condi- 
tion misfortunes are of no particular: 
tribe or nation, but belong to us all; 
and have a general claim upon us, 
«without diſtinction of clunate, country, 

or- 


£ 
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5 SERMON H. 
vor religion. Beſides, though LHA 
Iſtranger⸗ tis no fault of his tliat Tuo 
«.noDknow him, and therefore une qt 
<.tablerheiſhould-ſuffer by it Had T 
known him; poſſiblyꝭ I Ho, Have” 
had cauſe to love and pity hit the 
% more - for aught I know, he is ſome 
une of uncommon merit, whoſe life is 
rendered ' till more precious, 12 as the? 
ves aach happineſs of others” rn: 25 be” 
« involved in is: perhaps at this inftanc® 
« that be lies here forfaken, i n all this 


x 75 
* miſery, 4 whole virtuous family 1 =. 
TE 9511] 011 
« joyfully looking for his return, and 
a 25 15 1 
" affectionatel/ counting the hours of 


« his delay. Ob! did the y Nor 
« what evil had: befallen him 5600 
% would they fly to. ſuccour him 12 
„Let me then haſten to ſupply hs 

< tender* offices of binding up Als 
2 — and carrying him to a place 
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SERMON UI. F 
« of ſafetycror it that. aſſiſtance eomes 
400 late, I ſhall. comfort him at leaſt 
< in, his laſt hout . and, A can do no- 
< thing clſe,—L ſhall. ſaften isis for- 
des hy dropping a . 


1 1 BL 


"Tis amaſt 4 to imagine * | 
good Samaritan was influenced hy ſome 
ſuch thoughts as theſe, from the uncom- - 
mon generolity of his behaviour, which - 
18 repreſented by our Savioun operating 

like the warm zeal of a brother, mixed 

with the affectionate diſcretion and care 

of a parent, who was not ſatisfied with 
FE taking him under his protection, and 


* ſupplying his preſent wants, but in look 

L ing forwards ; for him, and taking care 
| that his wants ſhould be ſupplied when 10 
J he ſhould be gone, and no W near 
to befriend rn ds elmo 
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ment to prove how univerfally and deep̃- 


ly the ſeeds of this virtue of compaſſion 
are planted in the heart of man, than in 
the pleaſure we. take in · ſuch repreſenta- 
tions of it: and though ſome men have 
repreſented human nature in other co- 

lours, (though to what end I know. not) 

that the matter of fact is ſo ſtrong againſt 
them, that from the general, propenſity 
to pity the unfortunate, we expreſs that 
:ſenſation by the word humanity, as. if it 
was inſeparable from our nature. Thar 


"nt is not inſeparable, I have allowed in 


the former part of this diſcourſe, from 
ſome reproachful inſtances of ſelfiſn tem- 
pers, which ſeem to take part in 1 80 
beyond themſelves; yet I am perſuade: 


and affirm tis ſtill. ſo great and 


part of our nature, chax a man _ 6 
great 


SERMON III. 79 
great violence to himſelf, and ſuffer many 


a painful conflict, before he has brought 
Te to a different e 10 


| Tis obſervable' in the en en ac- 
count, that when the prieſt came to the 
place where he was, he paſſed by on the 
other ſide he might have. paſſed by, 
you'll ſay, without turning aſide.— Na, 
there is a ſecret ſhame which attends 
every act of inhumanity not to be con- 
-quered in the hardeſt natures, ſo that, as 

in other caſes, ſo eſpecially in this, many 
Aa man will do a cruel act, who at the 
ſame time will bluſh to look you in the 
face, and is forced to turn aſide be- 
fore he can have a. heart to Execute his 


purpoſe, oth 


2 "Inconſiſtent "creature that a man is 
who at that inſtant that he does what is 


Wrong, 


$0 S ERM ON III. 
wrong, is not able to withhold his teſtimo- 
ny to what is good and . 


2 LE 50 4 8 
11 18 1 . 4 . 


I have now. done wich the parable, 
which was che farſt part propoſed to de 
conſidered in this diſcourſe; and ihould 
Proceed to the ſecand, which f ſo naturally. 
falls from 4 it, of exhorting you, as our 
.SAVIOUR did the lawyer upon it, 20. go 
and do fo Ekewiſe - but have been ſo 
copious in my reflections upon the ſtory, 
(elf, that I find I have inſenſibly.i incor- 
pꝓorated into them almoſt all that I ſhould 
have ſaid heie in recommending ſo ami- 
able an example; by waich means I have F 
unawares.anticipated the taſk] propoſed. 

I ſhall therefore detain you no longer 
than with a ſingle remark upon the ſub- 
ject in general, which is this: *Tis ob- 
ſervable in many places of ſcripture, that 
our bleſſed Saviour, in deſcribing the 
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SERMON IE © 
day of judgment, does it in ſuch a man-+ 
ner, asi the. great enquiry then; was" 
to relate principally to this one virtue 
of bompaſfidn— and as if our Anat ſer- 
rehce at that Holemnity was "tg be P 


nolificede exactly according t fo the degrees 5 


of It. UT was a hüngred and ye gave me 
« meat—thirftyand) yeg gave nie drink— 3 
" naked and ye cloathed me 1 was e 
« and Je: viſited me—in priſon and ye 
« came unto-me.” Not that we are to 
imagine from thence, as if any other 
gol or evil action ſhould then be o ver- 
looked by theeye of the All ſeeing ſudge. 
but Barely to intimate to us, that a cha- 
ritable and benevolent diſpoſition is ſo 
prineipal and ruling a part of a man's 
character, as to be a conſiderable teſt b 
itſelf of the whole frame and temper * 2 
his mind, "ou which all other virtues, 


Wy 
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2 SERMON IL 
and vices reſpectively riſe and fall, and 
will almoſt neceſſarily be connected. 
Tell me therefore of a compaſſionate 
man, you repreſent to me a man of a 
thouſand other good qualities——on 
whom I can depend——whom I may 
ſafely truſt with my wife ——my chil- 
dren, my fortune and reputation —*Tis 
for this, as the apoſtle argues from the 
ſame principle“ that he will not com- 
e mit adultery—that he will not kill 
„that he will not ſteal—that he will 
ce not bear falſe witneſs,” That is, the 
forrows which are ſtirred up in mens 
hearts by ſuch treſpaſſes are ſo tenderly 
felt by a compaſſionate man, that it is 
not in his power or his nature to com- 
mit them, | 


So that well might he conclude, that 
charity, by which he means, the love 


to 


SERMON III. 83 
to your neighbour, was the end of the 


commandment, and that whoſoever ful- 
filled it, had fulfilled the law. 


No to Gor, Sc. Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 


2 SAMUEL xII. 7. iſt part. 


And Nathan ſaid unto David, Thou art 
the man. 


FAHERE is no hiſtorical paſſage 
in ſcripture, which gives a more 
remarkable inſtance of the deceitfulneſs 
of the heart of man to itſelf, and of how 
little we truly know of ourſelves, than 
this wherein David is convicted out -of 
his own mouth, and is led by the pro- 
phet to condemn and pronounce a ſevere 
judgment upon another, for an act of 
injuſtice, which he had paſſed over in 
himſelf, and poſſibly reconciled to his 
own conſcience. To know one's ſelf, 
one would think could be no very diff 
G 4 cult 


88 SERMON. IV. 
cult leflon ;—for who you'll ſay can well 
be truly ignorant of himſelf and the 
true diſpoſition of his own heart? If a 
man thinks at all, he cannot be a ſtran- 
ger to what paſſes there — he muſt be 
conſcious of his own thoughts and de- 
| fires, he muſt remember his paſt pur- 
ſuits, and the true ſprings and motives 
which in general have directed the ac- 
tions of his life: he may hang out falſe 
colours and deceive the world, but how 
can a man deceive himſelf? That a man 
can is evident, becauſe he daily does 
ſa. — Scripture tells us, and gives us 
many hiſtorical proofs of it, beſides this 
to which the text refers that the heart 
*,of man is treacherous to itſelf and de- 
* ceitful above all.things,” and experience 
and every hour's commerce with the 
world confirms the truth of this ſeeming 
paradox, That though man is the 
only 
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e only creature endowed with reflection, 
% and conſequently qualified to k ο] 

* the moſt of himſelf et ſo it hap- 
« pens, that he generally knows the 
leaſt —and with all the power which 
« Gop has given him of turning his 
« eyes inward upon himſelf, and taking 
« notice of the chainof his own thoughts 
<« and deſires yet, in fact, is generally 
« ſo inattentive, but always ſo partial 
e an obſerver of what paſſes, that he is 
e as much, nay often, a much greater 
« {tranger to his own diſpoſition and 


< true character, than all the world be- 
« des.” - . 


By what means he is brought under fo 
manifeſt a deluſion, and how he ſuffers 
himſelf to be ſo groſly impoſed upon in 
a point which he is capable of knowing 
ſo much better than others, is not hard 


tO 
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to give an account of, nor need we ſeek 
farther for it, than amongſt the cauſes 
which are every day perverting his rea- 
fon and miſleading him. We are de- 
ceived in judging of ourſelves, juſt as 
we are in judging of other things, when 
our paſſions and inclinations are called 
in as counſellors, and we ſuffer ourſelves 
to ſee and reaſon juſt ſo far and no far- 
ther than they give us leave. How hard 
do we find it to paſs an equitable and 
ſound judgment in a matter where our 
intereſt is deeply concerned ?—and even 
where there istheremoteſt confiderations 


- of elf, connected with the point betore 


us, what a ſtrange bias does it hang up- 
on our mind, and how difficult is it to 
diſengage our judgments entirely from 
it? with what reluctance are we brought 
to think evil of a friend whom we have 
Jong loved and eſteemed, and though 
, there 


SERMON IV. gr 
there happens to be ſtrong appearances 
againſt him, how apt we are to overlook: 
or put favourable conſtructions upon 
them, and even fometimes, when our 
zeal and friendſhip tranſport us, to aſ- 
ſign the beſt and kindeſt motives for 


the worſt and moſt ay juſtifiable parts of 
his conduct. 


We are ſtill worſe caſuiſts, and the 
deceit is proportionably ſtronger with a 
man, when he is going to judge of him- 
ſelf — that deareſt of all parties, —ſo 
cloſely connected with him — fo much 


and fo long beloved—of whom he has 


ſo early conceived the higheſt opinion 
and eſteem, and with whoſe merit he has 
all- along, no doubt, found ſo much 
reaſon to be contented. It ĩs not an eaſy 


matter to he ſevere, where there is ſuch 
an impulſe to be kind, or to efface at 


Once 
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92 SERMON-IV. 


once all the tender impreſſions i in favour 
of ſo old a friend, which diſabled u us from, 
thinking of him-as he 1 is, and ſeeing him 
in the light, may be, in Which every. 
one elſe ſees him. | 


80 chat however eaſy: chis knowledge 
of one's ſelf. may appear at firſt fight, it 
18 otherwiſe when we come to examine ; Y 


ſince not only in practice but even in 


ſpeculation and theory, we find i it one 


of the hardeſt and moſt painful leſſons. 
Some of the earlieſt inſtructors of man- 
kind, no doubt, found it fo too, and for 
that reaſon, ſoon ſaw the neceſſity, of 
laying ſach a ſtreſs upon this great pre- 
cept of ſelf-knowledge, which for Its 
excellent wiſdom and uſefulneſs, many 


of them ſuppoſed to be a divine direc- | 


tion; that it came down from Heayen, 
and com pr rehended the whole circle both. 
ot 
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of the knowledge and the duty of man. 


And indeed their zeal might eaſily be al- 


lowed in ſo high an encomium upon the 


attainment of a virtue, the want of which 


ſo often baffled their inſtructions, and 
rendered their endeavours of reforming 
the heart vain and uſeleſs. For who could 


think of a reformation of the faults with- 


out him, who knew not where they lay, 
or could ſet about correcting, till he 
had firſt come to a ſenſe of the defects 
which required it? 


But this was a point always much ea- 
ſier recommended by public inſtructors 
than ſhewn how to be put in practice: 


and therefore others, who equally ſought . 
the reformation of mankind, obſerving 


that this direct road which led to it was 


guarded on all ſides by ſelf- love, and 


RE very difficult to open ac- 


cels, 
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Pry ſoon th ;out that a different and 
more artful.caurſe was requiſite; as they 


had not ſtrength to remove this flatter- 
in paſſion which ſtood. in their way 


and blocked up all the paſfages to the 


heart, they endeavoured by ſtratagem to 
get beyond it, and by a ſkilful addreſs, 
af-poſſible, to deceive it. This gave riſe 
to the early manner of conveying their 
inſtructions in parables, tables, and ſuch 
ſort af indirect applications, which tho? 
they could not conquer this principle of 
ſelf- love, yet often laid it aſleep, or at 


leaſt over: reached it for a feœ moments, 
| till a 1 judgment could be procured, 


The prophet Nathan ſeems to have: 
been a great. maſter in this way of ad- 
dreſs. David had greatly diſpleaſed God 
by twa grie vous ſins which he had com- 
mitted, and the prophet's commiſſion 


SERMON HIV: 95 
was to go and bring him to a conviction 
of them, and touch his heart with a ſenſe 
of guilt for what he had done againſt the 
honour and life af Uriah. | 


The holy man knew, that was it any 
one's caſe but David's own, no man 
would have been ſo quick-fighted -in 
diſcerning the nature of the injury, —- 
more ready to have redreſſed it, or who 
would have felt more compaſſion for 

| the party who had ſuffered it, than he 
himſelf, 


| Inſtead therefore of declaring the raal 
intention of his errand, by a direct ac- 
cuſation and reproof for the crimes 
he had committed; he comes to him 
with a fictitious complaint of a eruel act 
of injuſtice done by another, and accor- 
dingly he frames a caſe, not. ſo parallel 
to 
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21 


to David's as he ſuppoſed would awaken 
his yſpicion , and prevent a patient and 
candid h hearing, and yet not fo void of 
| reſemblance. in the main circumſtances, 
as to fail of ſtriking him when ſhewn in 


a ny light, 
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woke 
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f 
cog Nathan came 1 ca unto wa, 
< 'There were two men in one city, the 
00 one rich and the other poor the rich 
man had exceeding many flocks and 
< herds, but the poor man had nothing, 
<« ſave one little ewe lamb which he had 
<< bought andnouriſhed up and it grew 
'x « up together with him and with his 
ce children—it did eat of his own meat, 
ll. and drink of his 'own cup, and lay 
in his boſom, and was unto him as a 
daughter - and there came a traveller 
TT unto the rich man, amd he ſpared o 
66; 1 of his own 1 flock and of his own 
« herd 
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*herd to dreſs for the wayfating man, 


66 that was come unto him, but took the 
poor man ' lamb and dreſſed it for the 


<6 man that was. come unto him.“ 


The caſe was drawn up with great 
judgment and beauty, - the ſeveral mi- 
nute circumſtances which heightened the 
injury truly affecting, — and ſo ſtrongly 
urged, that it would have been impoſ- 
ſible for any man with a previous ſenſe 
of guilt upon his mind, to have de- 
fended himſelf from ſome. degree of re- 


morſe, which it muſt naturally have ex- 
cited. et At ot et nas 38 
The ſtory, though it ſpoke only of a 
the injuſtice and oppreſſive act of ano- 
ther man —— yet it pointed to what 
he had lately dne himſelf, with all the 
circumſtances of its aggravation;—and 
Vor. I. A withal, 


- indignation. 


fender: and 


| 


of SERMON iv. 
Withal, the whole was ſo tenderly ad- 
Adreſſed to the heart and paſſions, as to 


kindle at once the utmoſt horror and 
And ſo it did, but not 
againſt the proper perſon. In his tranſ- 


port he forgot humſelt; is anger 


greatly kindled againſt the man, —and 
he ſaid unto Nathan, As the Loxp 
« lveth,' the man that hath done this 
thing ſhall ſurely die, and he ſhall 
& reſtore the lamb fourfold, becauſe he 
« did this thing, and becauſe he had no 


<< pity.” 


It can ſcarce be doubted here, but 
that David's anger was real, and that 
he was what he appeared to be, greatly 
provoked and exaſperated againſt the of- 
, Indeed, his ſentence againſt 


him proves he was fo above meaſure. 
For to puniſh the man with death, and 
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oblige him to reſtore fourfold beſides, 
was highly unequitable, and not only | 
diſproportioned to the offence, but fat 
above the utmoſt rigour and ſeverity of 
the law, which allowed a much ſofter 
atonement, requiring in ſuch a caſe, no 
more than an ample reſtitution and re- 
compence in kind. The judgment, how- 
ever, ſeems to have been truly ſincere 
and well meant, and beſpoke rather the 
honeſtraſhneſs of an unſuſpicious judge, 
than the cool determination of a con- 
ſcious and guilty man, who knew he was 
going to pals ſentence upon himſelf, 


I take notice of this particular, be- 
cauſe it places this inſtance of ſelf-deceit, 
which is the ſubje& of the diſcourſe, in 
theſtrongeſtlight, and fullydemonſtrates 
the truth of a fact in this great man, 
| H 2 which 


„ ' , oe. 
— 
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which happens every day among our- 
ſelves, namely, that a man may be guilty 
of very bad and diſhoneſt actions, and 
yet reflect ſo little, or ſo partially, upon 
what he has done, as to keep his con- 


ſcience free, not only from guilt, but even 


the remoteſt ſuſpicions, that he is the 
man which in truth he is, and what the 
tenor and evidence of his life demonſtrate. 
If we look into the world David's is 
no uncommon caſe ;—we ſee ſome one 
or other perpetually copying this bad 
original, ſitting in judgment upon him- 
ſelf, — hearing his own cauſe, and not 8 
knowing what he is doing; haſty in paſ- 
ſing ſentence, and even executing it too 
with wrath upon the perſon of another, 
when in the language of the prophet, 


one might ſay to him with Juſtice, © << thow 


art the man.“ 
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Of the many revengeful, covetous, 
falſe, and ill- natured perſons which we 
complain of in the world, though we all 
join in the cry againſt them, what man 
amongſt us ſingles out himſelf as a cri- 
minal, or ever once takes it into his head 
that he adds to the number? - or where. 
is there a man ſo bad, who would not 
think it the hardeſt and moſt unfair im- 
putation to have any of thoſe abs 
viees lard to his * > 


If be lande 8 never fo 8 
upon him, which he would pronounce 
infallible in another, they are indications 
of no ſuch malady in himſelf —He ſees: 
what no one elſe ſees, ſome ſecret and 


flattering circumſtances in his favour, 
which no. doubt make a wide difference 
betwixt his caſe and the ge which 
he condemns. 


is H 3 1 


E — 
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What other man ſpeaks ſo often and 
vehemently againſt the vice of pride, ſets. 
the weakneſs of it in a more odieus light, 
or is more hurt with it in another, than 


the proud man himſelf? It is. the ſame 


with the paſſionate, the deſigning, the 
ambitious, and ſome other common cha- 
racters in life; and being a conſequence uf 
the nature of ſuch vices, and almoſt in- 
ſeparable from them, the effects of it are 


generally ſo groſs and abſurd, that where 
pity does not forbid, tis pleaſant to oh- 
ſerve and trace the cheat thro! the ſeve- 
ral turnings and windings of the heart, 
and detect it through alk the ſhapes and. 
appearances. which 1 it puts. on. * 


Next to theſe FEY of ſelf-deceit,, 
and utter ignorance of our true diſpoſi - 
tion and eharacter, which appears in not. 
ſeeing that in ourſelves which ſhocks. us. 

Ao * 
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| in another man; there is another ſpecies 
ſtill more dangerous and deluſiye, and 
which the more guarded perpetually fall 
into from the judgments they make of 
different vices, aecordihgto their age and 
complexion, and the various ebbs and 
flows of their paſſions and deſires. 


To conceive this, let any man look 
into his own heart, and obſerve in how | 
different a degree of deteſtation, num- 
bers of actions ſtand there, tho' equal- 
ly bad and vicious in themſelves: he 
will ſoon. find that ſuch of them, as 
ſtrong inclination or cuſtom has prompt- 
ed him to commit, are generally dreſſed 
out, and painted with all the falſe beau- 
ties which a ſoft and flattering hand can 
give them and that the others, to which 
he feels no propenſity, appear at once 
naked and deformed, ſurrounded; with 

H 4 all 
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all the træe circumſtances of their OP 
be en OS Sir 
When Dad pred s Saul T eping 
in the cave, and cut off the ſkirt of his 
robe, we read, kis heart ſmote him for 
what lie had done; —ſtrange, it ſmote 
him not in this matter of Uriah, where 
it had ſo much ſtronger reaſon to take 
the alarm. — A whole year had almoſt 
paſſed from the firſt commiſſion of this 
injuſtice, 'to the time the prophet was 
ſent to reprove him; and we read not 
once of any remorſe or compunction of 


| heart for. what he had done: and it is 


not to be doubted, had the ſame pro- 
phet met him when he was returning up 
out of the cave, - and told him, that 
ſerupulous and confcientious as he then 
ſeemed and thought himſelf to he, 
that ae himſelf, and was: 


4781 5 5 Capa- | 
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capable of committing the fouleſt and 
moſt diſhonourable actions; Athiat he 
mould one day murder a faithful and a 
valiant ſervant; whom he oughtt in juſtice 
to have loved and hongured that he 
ſhould without pity firſt wound him in 
the tendereſt part, by taking away his 
deareſt poſſeſſion,--and then unmerciful- 
ly and treacherouſly rob him of his life. 
Had Nathan in a prophetic ſpirit foretold 
to David that he was capable of this, and 
that he ſhould one day actually do it, 
and from no other motive but the mo- 
mentary gratification of a baſe and un- 
worthy paſſion, he would have received 
the prediction with horror, and ſaid poſ- 
ſrbly with Hazael upon juſt ſuch ano- 
ther occaſion, and with the ſame igno-- 
rance of himſelf, —What ! is thy ſervant” 
.adog. that he ſbould do this great tbing? 
And yet in all: likelihood, at that very ; 
112 | 1 time 
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time there wanted nothing but.the ſame 


degree of temptation, and che ſame op- 
portunity to. induce him to the ſin which 


| and ene him. 


Thus che cafe: ſtands with us ſtill. 
When. the paſſions are warmed, and the. 
fin which preſents itſelf exactly tallies to 
the deſire, obſerve how impetuouſly a. 
man will ruſh into it, and act againſt all 
principles of honour, juſtice, and mercy. 
Talk to him the moment after upon 
the. nature of another vice to which he 1s. 
not addicted, and from which perhaps 
lis age, his temper, or ranł in life ſecure. 
him; take notice, how well he reaſons, 
—wil. what. equity: he: determines, — - 
what an honeſt indignation and ſharpnefs. 
he expreſſes againſt it, and how inſenſi· 
bly: his anger kindles- _ _ mam 


1 
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Thus 
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Thus we are nice in grains and ſcru- 
ples, —— but knaves in matters of a. 
pound weight ;—every day ſtraining at 
gnats, yet ſwallowing. camels.;—mile-. 
rably cheating ourſelves, and. torturing: 
our reaſon to bring us in ſuch a report 
of the ſin as ſuits. the Dank en 
aud inchaztion.” | | 


Nat af u. us are aware of and pretend: 
to deteſt the bare-faced inſtances of that 
hypocriſy by which men deceiye. others, 
but few of us are upon our guardꝭ or ſee: 
that more fatal hypocriſy by which we: 
deceive and over reach our own: hearts. 
It is a flattering and dangerous diſtem 
per, which has undone thouſands ;—we 
bring the ſeeds of it along with us into: 
the world, they inſenſibly grow up. 
with. us from our childhood; they lie 
long concealed and undiſturbed; and have 

"vil! gence 
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generally got ſuch deep robt in our na- 
tures hy the time we are come to years 
of underſtanding and reflection, that it. 


tequires all we have got to defend our- 


ſelves from their effects. 


*To make the -caſe ſtill worſe on our 
Aides, tis with this as with every griev- 
-ous diſtemper of the body,—the reme- 
dies are dangerous and doubtful, in pro- 
portion to our miſtakes and ignorance 
of the cauſe: for in the inſtances of ſelf- 
deceit, though the head is ſick, and the 
whole heart — the patient ſeldom 
knows what he ails —0of all the things 
we know and learn, this neceſſary know- | 
825 capes to us the laſt. 


2 pon what 8 happens thus | | 


A have endeavoured to lay open in the 4 


ict parroft this diſcourſe; which 1 con- | 


An clude 


5 


A SERMON: INV. 10g 
cludewith a ſerious exhortation to ſtrug: 
gle againſt them which we kan only 
hope to do, by converſing more and 
oftener with ourſelves, than the buſineſs 
and diverſions of che voce en 
give 1 us Leave. Ld gan 


©. "1 


We haye a chain of thoughts, Ates 


engagements and idleneſſes, Which! per- 
perually return upon us in their proper 
time and order let us, I beſeech you, 
aſlig ign a and ſer apart. ſome ſmall portion. | 
of the day for this purpoſe, —of retiring 
into ourſelves, and ſearching into the 
dark « corners and receſſes of the heart, | 
and ,raking notice. of what is paſſing 
there, If a man can bring himſelf to.do 
this taſk with a curious and impartial 
eye, he will quickly find the fruits of 
it will more than. recompenſe his time 


and 


23 
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and labour. He will ſee ſeveral irregu- 
larities and unſuſpected paſſions within 
Him which he never was aware of :—he . 
will diſcover in his progreſs many ſecret 
turns and windings in his heart to which 
he was a ſtranger, which now gradual- 
ly open and diſcloſe themſelves to him 
upon a nearer view; in theſe labyrinths 
he will trace out ſuch hidden ſprings 
and motives for many of his moſt ap- 
plauded actions, as will make him ra- 
cher ſorry, and eder himſelf, than 
poo. 8 7 


In a word, he will underſtand hir 


errort, and then ſee the neceſſity, with 
David, of imploring God to cleanſe 
him from his ſecret faults, — and with 
ſome hope and confidence to ſay, with | 
this great man after his conviction, — 

| « Try 


- — - — 
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* Try me, O Gop, and ſeek the ground 
<« of my heart, prove me and examine 
© my thoughts, —look well if there be 


<« any way of wickedneſs in me, and lead 
me in the way everlaſting.” 


Now to Gop the Father, &c. &c. 
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SERMON V. 
8 Elijah and the 
Widow of Zarephath con- 
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T HIS Sermon with the 

following Dedication to 

the Lard Biſhap of Curliſle, 
then Dean of York, was print- 
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Have taken the Bbarky v. 75 in- 
1 fe. this di iſcourſe- e yon, 
in 1 of the great reſpect 
which I owe to your charafter 
in general ; and from a ſenſe 
of what is due lo it in particu- 


lar from every member of the 
Church of Lonk. | 


1 wiſh I had as * a rea- 
Jon for doing that, which has 
| C 
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and mic "Wood expreſſe 

many. who have Lone = 

and indeed it cen. us ſo beaten 


lj / and common a path, that it is 
7 not an eaſy matter for a new 


1 comer 10 di iPinguiſh himſelf in 
lf |; it, by any thing except the no- 
lf | velty * his Vehicle. 
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SERMON V. 
I Kos XVII. 16. 


And the barrel of meal waſted not, neither 
did the cruſe of oil fail, according to the 
word of the Lord which he ſpake by the 

- prophet Elijab. - - 


HE words of the text are the re- 
1 cord of a miracle wrought in be- 

half of the widow of Zarephath, who 
had charitably taken Elijah under her 
roof, and adminiſtered unto him in a 
time of great ſcarcity and diſtreſs. There 
is ſomething very intereſting and affec- 
tionate in the manner this ſtory is re- 
lated in holy writ ; and as it concludes. 
with a ſecond ſtill more remarkable 
. 1 4 e proof 


* S'E R MON . 
pre HGD favout to the ſame 


— 


perſon, in the reſtoration of her He 
ſon to life, one cannot but confider 


Bon Midbtes as rewards of tttat act of 

picry;/*wediight by in rte power, Aid 
left DH HEUTd in feriptufe, not mere: 
jy Aeſtimonies of che prophets di- 
ne nifſſton, but likewife ag two en- 
cbüräging inſtances of G65 Almighty's 
bleſfing goa works gens tion Tag 
hevolence.” = #1 2000 lo ZA 
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In this pic I have trade” choice of 


this piece of ſacred hiſtory, which PſHll 


beg leave to make uſe of as the gtound- 
work for an exhortatien to Charity in 
general: and that it may better anſwer 


the particular purpoſe of this ſolemnity, 
J will endeavour to enlatge upon it with 
Auch reflections, as, I truſti in Gon, Will 
Ae Tome ſentiments of -compaſion 
205 which 
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which may be profitable to {a Pious a 
delign. * 10 l. : 9103 nt fon! 
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„Elijah had. fled 8 n 
ids the approach of a famine,,and.the 
pexſecution of Ahab, an enraged enemy: 
and in obedience to the command. of 
Gap had hid himſelf by che brook Che- 
rith, that is before Jordan In this ſafe 


and peaceful ſolitude, bleſſed. with daily 
marks of God's providence, the holy 


man dwelt free both from the cares and 
glories of the world: by miraculous im- 
pulſe the: ravens brought bim bread and 
Halb in the morning, and bread and flaſh i in 
ebe evening: and be dranł of the. brook ; 
till: by : continuance of draught; (the 
vindows of heaven being ſhut up in 
khoſe days for three years and ſix months, 
which as the natural cauſe likewiſe of 
the famine, ) it came to paſs after a while 
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that the brook, the great fountain of his 
ſupport, dried up; and he is again di- 
rected by the word of the Lord where 
to betake himſelf for ſhelter; He is com- 
manded to ariſe and go to Zarephath, 
which belongeth to Zidon, with an af- | 
ſurance that he had diſpoſed the heart of 
A widow woman there to ſuſtain him, 


1 The 8 follows the call of his : 
Go: the ſame hand which brought 
him to the gate of the city, had led alſo. 


the poor widow out of her doors, op- 


preſſed with ſorrow. She had came forth- 
upon a melancholyerrand, to make pre- 
paration to eat her laſt meal, and ſhare 
it wth her chu. | 8 


Ne 0 doubt, ſhe had long fenced againſt 
this tragical event with all the thrifty 
1 which ſeli-pre eſervation and 

W Parental 
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parental love could inſpire full. no 
doubt of cares and many tender appfen 
henſions leſt the flender ſtock, — fall 
them before the return of plenty. 


But a8 the was a a widow, ft Loft 
the only faithful friend who would beſt © 
have alliſted her! in this virtuous frviggle, 
the preſent” neceſſity of the times at 
length overcame her; and ſhe was juſt 
falling down an ealy prey to it, when 
Elijah came to the place where ſhe was. 
And he called unto her, and ſaid, Fetch 
Me, [ pray thee, a little water in a veſſel, that” 
[ may drink. And as ſhe was going to fetch 
it, he called unto ber, and ſaid, Bring me, I 
pray thee, a morſel of bread in thine hand. L 
And ſhe ſaid, as the Lord thy Cod liveth, 
1 have not a cake, but a handful of meal. 
in a barrel, and a little ol in a cruſe : 
aud lebold, I am gathering twofbicks, that... 
Tmay © 
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7 May go 1 and drei it For mt and my fon, 
dat r MN Et and U. Hud, 
ſeid unto her, Fear not, but go; dm, 
as thou haſt ſaid ; but make me thereof a 
UL CRAB, and Brin i ite me and 
aft Mb fl thet avid for thy gem Fey 
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portunity of pleading many: the miglit 
have inſiſted over again Upon her fitda⸗ 
tion, which neceflarily ied up. her hands 
—ſhe might have urged the unreatah! 
ableneſs of the requeſt; that he Wi 
reduced to the loweſt entremit tity alen 
and thitir ir was contfary'ts juftire ant 


the firfflawof nature, t to fob dertelf and 
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child of cheir laſt morſch: and give it to 
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„ Butiän generous ſpirits empalſion.is 
ſqwetimes more than a. balavcg far ſelf- 
prelervatione For, as Cop gertainly in- 
ter way that friendly ſoftneſs in our ne- 
ture tobe a check upon tog great Ns pro: 
penſity tow; ards. ſelfelove fo! it emed 
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to operate here. For it is obſervable, 


that though, the prophet backed his re- 
quelt with the, promiſe of an immediate 
recampence i in multiplying her ſtock; 

yet, it is not evident, ſhe was influenced 
at all by that temptation. For if ſhe 
had, « doubtleſs, it muſt have wrought 
ſuch © y mixture of ſelf- intereſt 1 into the 
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2 tive of her. compliance, 2s mult; great- 


ly. have allayed the merit of the action. 
But this, I fay, does not. app ea u but 


rather the contrary, from the reflection 
the 
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up in groſs - darkneſs and idolatry, in 
Iſrael: or, if ſhe had heard of his name, 
been taught to diſbelieve the mighty 


OE: to believe his b RY 1994 


man by ſome ſecret myſtery of his own. 
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ſhe makes upon the whole in the laſt 
verſe of the chapter. News by- this I 
now that thou art a man , God, and 
that the ward Wh the nap in why mouth is 
Zruth. lz b | 


1 Befides, as ſhe was an inhabitant of 
9 (or, as it is called by St. 


pen of nen without the bounds 
of Gop's people,) ſhe had been brought 


utter ignorance of the LoD Gop:of 
which is all that ſeems probable, ſhe had 


wonders of his hand, and was ſtill-lefs' 


1 d 
4 1. 1 
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. the winkt argue, If chi 
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or through the power of his Go, 1s 
able to procure To preternatutal aſl upply 
for me, whence comes it to paſd\that He 
now ſtands: in want himſelf, oppreſſed 
both with hunger _ thirſt * ? k Aer 


It appears We e that ſhe muſt 
have been wrought upon by an unmixed 
principle of humanity She looked 
upon him as a fellow. partner almoſt in 
the ſame affliction with herſelf ——She 
conſidered he had come a weary pilgri- 
mage, in a ſultry climate, through an 
exhauſted country ; where neither bread 
or water were to be had, but by acts of 
liberality. — That he had come an un- 
known traveller, and as a hard heart 
never wants pretence, that this circum- 
ſtance, which ſhould rather have be- 
friended, might have helped to oppreſs 
him. — She confi dered, for charity is 

ever 
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in the mare one whole year. And tb 


e SFR HAN Ne 
euer ftuteful : in lind resſuns: that hure. 
was d fab from - his /n country, an 
lad ſtraywd out of the rack oft the ton 
derofices M ſome onewho affectionateſy 
mbuitedii h abſence Lher heart ws 
couched ch pity. — She turned vr I 
lende; Vapt Yom aud dif ttording ar be 
zud ſuid. Mu beboli, bath foe; and be, 
aud ber boat di cut many dir; or, "as 


barrel of neal waſted not, ncitbher did tbe 
cruſe of oil fail, until mg 2 dt GO 
. rain PROP the earth.” 8 1 7 88 
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Though it may not n nts 
raiſe eonjectures here upon this event, 
yet it is natural to ſuppoſe, the danger 
of the famine being thus unexpectedly 
got over, that the mother began to look 
hopefully forwards upbn the reſt of her 
_— There were many widows'in If- 
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Q 


= 


E P 


e 


do 129 
8 heaven were 


— — — 


yet; a4 Sto Luhe obſervge Hv 
them. wude prophet fonts Ius n Ibu 
udo of Sata, in all lixcihood, the 
woulbagt be. the laſt. in πν ing the 
dam Ohlerwatien, rand rav in from. it 
ſome · flatrdr ig coneluſian dn fav oui of 
her ſon Marga patent would build 
high,.-upoR+8 WOT {oundation.—— 
Since tha GO of Iſrael has thus ſent 
£ his gyn meſſenger to us in our diſtreſs, 
to pals by ſo many hopſes of his on 
« people, and ſtop at mine, to fave it 
& 1:16 miraculous a manner from *. | 
<z&ruction ;4doubtileſs, this is but an 
S rarneſt of, ais future kind. intentions 
irs: atlenſt, his goodneſs has de- 
Heterd: to comfort my old age by the 
lang life: and health of my fon tm 


A but perhaps, he has ſomething greater 
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dg no breath left in bim. 
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06 ilk an Nöfe for kiln, apid 1 Re 


to c the fame” hand heretftett cr 
'& fs head with glofy and honbur ?“ 
We ay naturally ſuppoſe her innocefit- 


Weartielawdy with ſuch thoughts, wien 
me Seal back by an unexpected di- 


ſtempei which ſurpriſes her ſon, and in 


one moment brings down all her hopes 
or bis" flckneſs was ſo ſore that there 


24 * 


The expoſtulations of immoderate 


grief ate ſeldom juſt.——For, though 
Elijah had already preſerved her ſon, as 


well as herſelf, from immediate death, 


and as the laſt cauſe to be ſuſpected of 
ſo ſad an accident; yet the paſſionate 
mother in the firſt tranſport challenges 
him as the author of her misfortune; 
——=3s if he had brought down forrow 
_ a houſe which had ſo hoſpitably 

| meltered 
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ſheltered him. The prophet. aS too 
full of compaſſion, to make reply. to ſo 
unkeind an accuſation. Ie takes the 


dead child. out of bis mother's baſam, and 


laid him upon bis own bed ;, and; he cried 


untonbe Lord and ſaid, O Lam my God! 
haſt. t hau brought evil: upon. the widow 
 2o0ith wh I ſojaurn, by laying ber fon. 2 
s this the reward of all her charity 
and goodneſs & thou haſt before this 
< robbed her of the dear partner of all 
«her joys and all her cares; and now 
«(that ſhe is a widow, and has molt 1 rea- 
4 fon to expect thy protection; behold 
te thou haſt withdrawn her laſt prop: 
thou haft taken away her child, the 
ce Only ſtay ſhe had to reſt on. And 
"Elijah cried unto God, and ſaid, O Lord 
«Ry God, I pray thee let this child's: ſoil 
eme imo on: _— e 
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41% eben 128111 16 0090 2 bitte” 
ayer Was urg SH and 


pr 

| 4 8 6 of, a human Fran dee ply 
kek ann the midforturies" bf Kabine 

Imibreover his heart Was rent with bther 

paffibng.— le was zealbus'for the name 
and honour of his Go bp, and thought 
not only his omnipotence, but his glori- 
ous attribute of merty concerned in the 
event: for, oh! With what triumpk 
would the prophets of 2 retort! his 
own bitter taunt, and fay, 4 s God Was 
either talking, or he was Putfiing, V has 
in a journey; or peradventure ht flept bnd 
ſhould have been awaked. He was more 
over involved in the ſucceſs of his praytt 
himſelf; — honeſt minds are moſt Hurt 

by ſcandal.——And he was afraid; leſt 

ſo foul a one, ſo unworthy of his clas 

tacter, might ariſe among the heathen) 
who would report with pleaſure, «Lol 

WR | * the widow of Zarephath took the meſ- 

* 0 « ſenger 
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eee the Goh of Iſrael ! under r 
d kin diy entertai ed hi in, 525 
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, "(e6; how ſhe ig, rewarded z, furel 1 
« prophet, as Angrateful, he, wanted. 
power, hat is wore, rhe. wanted. 
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. Beſides, all eg Analg not only 
che gauſe of the widow ;.it was the cauſe 
of charity itſelf, which had received, a 
deep wound already, and would ſuffer 
ſtill more ſnould Gon deny. it this teſti- 
many. of | his favour. So the Lord heark- 
ened unto the; voice of Elijab; and the 
ſaul of, the child came into him. aga u, and | 
he. revived. And Elijah took the ch ild, 
aud brought bim dotun out of the chains 
ber. into vibe bouſe, and delivered bim unta 
his motber 3. an Elijah aid, See, a 
ſan lives h. isl 13: Agen Duo od 
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It would be be a pleaſure t to a 66d min 


to ſtop here e and guré tb itt © 1 
ſelf. "the picture © of ſo joyful an cent. E 
To behold c on. one Hand the raptutes o 


the parent, overcome wich fürpriſe and 
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1 gratitude; and. | imagine b, a made 
#4 ſtroke. of fach l y nüt ope- 
| rate on a deſpairing tdouhtenance, long 
14 | accuſtomed 1 to ſadneſs, —Tocohetive”” 

4 : on the other ſide of che piece, the holy © 
(4 | man approaching with the child in His 


— — — — 


arms——full of honeſt triumph 1 in his zo | 
looks, but Fweetened with all the kind“ 
ſympathy which. a gentle nature could 
overflow with upon ſo happy an. event: * 
1t is a ſubje& one might recommend t to. 
the. pencil of a great genius, and Would 
even afford matter for deſcription here 
but that it would lead us too far from 
the particular purpoſe, for which won 
enlarged upon thus much of the ſtory 
already 3 
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* areadys the chief deſign of of her | is 
0 to o illuſtrate by, a a fact, what wel is erden | 
a | x | | . yy. Ws * | FI (3 1 
v1 ritable.and good action is ſeldom caſt. 
£ away, but that eyen in this lite 1 it is 5 
re more than probable, that what 1 is fo 

it ſcattered ſhall be gathered again witk 
10 increaſe... | Caſt thy bread upon Be waters, 

D and thou Halt Fnd it after many days. 

1 Be 41 4 father unto the fatherleſs, and in- 

U Read of an huſband unto their mol ber; ſo: 
M ſhalt. thou be as a ſon of the Moſt. High,. 

D and be will laue thee more than thy. mother. 

d doth. Be mindful of good turns, for thou. 

k | knoweſt not ꝛsc hat evil ſhall come upon the 

» | earth; and when. thou falleſt thou ſhalt 
1 find a ſtay... It fpall-preſerve thee from all 

D affiftian, ond. fight for thee againſt thy: 

d enemies better. than a wed ſreld and. 4 

\ | . Ipear. 
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be Phe: greatünſtability tf tempotatafs' 
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ching in this worle, DNA- Serge vn 
occaſions of taking refuge in E. a ſe- 
rid, <7): DnD bas tide e bnd wy 
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of Vg by fuceefliveanigiartaaes;: þy 
failings add erpſs accidents ingradę by 
miſcarriage. of: projedts;-rhas by var 
ſuitable expences of parents, cxtrava 
gandes of children and che nan oll 
ectet wayawhereby riches, make chen 
ſelves wings and fly away ;:{dtmanydure 
priſing revolutions do everyday happen 
infamities; that it may not ſver ſtranger 
tofay;ithat the poſterity of ſome / of ith 
moſt liberal contributors Herey in the 
changes which one centurymay prbmurt: 
may poffibly find ſnielter under this v 
plant which now they ſo kint ye 
Me quickly ſometimes has the Wwhetl 


turned 
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But beſides this, and excluſive of the 
right which-Gop's promiſe gives it to 
protection Hereafter; charity and bene- 
volehde, in tlie ordinary cfiain᷑ ef xfetts 
haveta naturatand more imtmecliate ten- 
deney in them̃ſelves to reſeue u man 
from the accidents of the world, by ſof- 
teming the hearts; and winning every 
mun's wiſhes to its intereſt. When 
aeompaſſionate man falls, who would 
not pity him? who, that had power to 
doit would not befriend and raiſe him 
vp3? or could the moſt barbarous tem- 


per offer an inſult to his diſtreſs without 


pain and reluctance? ſo that it is almoſt 

a wonder that covetouſneſs, even in ſpite 

Werne does not ſometimes argue a man 
1 into 
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into,charity by, its own, ITY 
looking-forwards, and then expedtar,.,, 
tiowit would:delight in gf receiving. its) 
own again with uſary:—S9gvident is iti. 
in-the:courife af Gop's: providence; and 
the natural ſtream of things, chat a. good I 
office dne time or other generally meets 
with areward-——Generally;-did q ſay?ꝰ 
all tis, ſo large a ſhare of the recum 
pence is ſo inſeparable even from the 


action itſelf. Aſk the man who has 
tear of tenderneſs always ready / to ſhed 


over the unfortunate; who, withal, is 


ready to distribute and willing to commu- 


nicate: aſk him if the beſt things, which 


wits have ſaid of pleaſure, have en: 


preſſed what he has felt, when by a ſea: 
fonable kindneſs, he has made. the, heart 
of the widow ing for joy... Matk then 
the expreſſions. of unutterable pleaſure 
IF * 


S ERM ON V. way: 
an@ harmony in his looks ; and fab, 
whether Solomon has not furechtlie point 
of "try enjeyment in tlie right place, 
when! he declafes, that he nknew: n 
Ty good there was incany of the riches 
<« b&flidfhouts ot this world, Int far a 
„num to do: wood with t bam in bis life. 
Nor was it wichout reaſon he made this 
judgment. Doubtleſs he had found. 
and ſcen che inſufficiency of all ſenſual 
plæaſures; how unable to furniſh either a. 
rational or a laſting ſcheme of happineſs: 
haw ſoon the beſt of them vaniſhed; 
the leſs exceptionable in vanity, but the 
guilty both in vanity and vexation of ſpi- 
rit. But that this was of ſo pure and 
refined a nature, it burned without con- 
ſuming: it was figuratively the ide 
barye of meal which waſted not, and one 
of oil which never Wan 
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% SERMON . 


tc F aſy maden £0 9 add we! light, 


ro he {amony 0 f the wiſe may r 
the pleaſure of doing good.; - or. elle te 


tl 


evidence of the philoſopher Epicurus is 
veay vt markable, whoſe. wrd in this 
matter is the more to be truſte, becauſe, 
a prefeſſod ſenſualiſt; vB amidſt all the 
delicacies and improvements of pleaſure 
which a juxurlant fancy might ſtrike out. 
ſtill maintained, that the beſt, way of en- 


larging human, happineſs Was byba 


aummtunication of it to others. q [snoir * 


©” "rp juot d 


Aud if! it was n here, or there 
was time to refine upon this dodrine, 


one might farther maintain, excluſive of 


the happineſs which the mind ĩtſelf feels 
in the exerciſe of this virtue, that the 
very hody of man is never in a better 


ſtate than when he is moſt. pine 
do good offices :—thar as nothing Pos 


Of 
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ei And wut feen ts conkelrechls apt 
mon, 1 RH OD ſeVationg Nr f 
whidtemuſt . Beſlibmitted tor chyions 
reffccbnla RHEIN Achat Wwidifitelina: 
ri? and batx Ward ne th" d& gõοννν ig 
oftenatfendea! 3f not produced by a 
indipoſttcion of fe amm b as del Has ra- 
tional part of us? naturally do 
the ſoul and body, as in other caſes ſo 
a rllis, mutoally befriend; or prey upon 
eich other: And indeed, ſetting aſide 
all abſtruſer reaſoning upon the point, 
1 Tannòt eonteive but that the very 
mitthinitcal Hd#ons which maintain life 
mot be Perfbrtned with more qual vi- 
gbür JHA frebdom in that man / whom a 
Stent aid gd foul perpetually inclines 
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to hen mech to. the, miſerable, iber 


they dan be in a poor, ſordid, ſelfiſn 
wretch, whoſe little contracted heart 


melts at no man's affliction; but ſits 
broding ſo intently ouer its own plots 


and concerns, as to ſee and feel nothing; 


and in truth, enjoy nothing beyond him- 


chat great maſter of nature has, ſpeaking 


of a natural ſenſe of harmony, which 
I think with more juſtice may be. ſaid 
of npaſten. that the man who had it 
Mot, — - 
60 . as fit for pany mg Pratogems ond 


© ſpoils :- E Hum 
” The Morioxs of his ai are dull as 
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SERMON V. 243 
What divines ſay of the mind, natu- 


turaliſts have obſerved of the body; that 
there is no puſſion ſo natural to it ks love, 
Which is the principle of doing good; 
Land though inſtances, like this juſt 
mentioned; ſeem far frem being procſs of 


it, yet ĩt is not to be doubted; hut tliat 
every hard- hearted man has felt much 
inwardoppoſition beforehe could prevail 
upon himſelf to do aught to ſix and de- 


ſerve the character: ard that what we 


ſay of long habits of vice, that they are 
hard to be ſubdued, may with equal 
truth be ſaid concerning the natural im- 
preſſions of benevolence, that a man 
muſt do much violence to himſelf, and 
ſuffer many a painful ſtruggle, before 
he can tear away ſo great and noble a 
part of his nature. Of this antiquity 
has preſerved a beautiful inſtance in an 
anecdote of Alexander, the tyrant of 


Pheres, 
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24 SERMON, 
Bheres who tho! he had ſo induſtrioſly 
is heart ag to Fern to takte 
delight in craelty, inſomuch as do mul 
der many of his ſubjects evety day, 
out cauſe and without pitys yet, at che 
bare repreſentation of a tragedy which 
related the misfortunes of Hecuba and 
Andromache, he was foirouched with 
the f@itious diſtreſs which" the poet hat 
wrought up in it, that lie burſf"our*inito 
a flood of tears. The expficntibn af af 

which inconſiſtency i is eaſy, aneh calts as | 
great a luſtre upon human nature; s 


the man himſelf was 4 diſgrace tt. 


"SF 


The caſe ſeems to Have been this: fn 


real life he had been blinded with Pat- 
fions, and thoughtleſsly hürried oh by 
intereſt or reſentment but here, there 


was no room for niotives of that Kind; 
fo that his attention being firſt alight 


hold of, and all his that laid — 


3 then 


ER NV 345 
inen, Ne gun zw gke in tri ymph, we 
heed bow deeply the, 00 hay n the 


ſeeds of compaſſion in every man's breaf; 
when tyraptz, wich vices the molt at en- 


mity with! it, Fore not able entirely to 
root it out. ? * 49 5 :8h $9309 20) 5 


1* 


* 
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But this is s painting an amjable v virtue, 
and, ſetting her off, with. Thades which 
wickedneſs Jends us, when one might 
fafely truſt to the force of her own na- 
tural chatms, and aſk, Whether any 
thing under Heaven, i in its own nature, 
is more lovely and engaging ?—To illu- 
ſtrate this the more, let us turn our 
thoughts within ourſelves, and for a mo- 
ment let any number of us here ima- 
gine ourſelves at this inſtant engaged in 
drawing the moſt perfect and amiable 
character, ſuch as, according to our con- 


ceptions of the Deity, we ſhould think 
You I. L . molt 


146 SERMON V. 
moſd acceptable to him, and moſt likely 
to be unlverfally admired by all mankind. 
appeal to your own thoughts, whe- 
thier the firſt idea which offered itſelf 
to moſt of dur! imaginations, would not 
be that of a compaſſionate benefactor, 
ſtretelling forth his hands to raiſe up the 
kelplefs orphan ? whatever other virtues 
we ſhould give our hero, we ſhould all 
A8 ee in aki kim a generous friend, 
who thought the opportunities of doing 
good to be the only charm of his proſpe- 
rity: we ſhould paint him like the pſal- 
miſt's river of God overflowing the thirſty 
parts of the earth, that he might enrich 
them, carrying plenty and gladneſs along 
with him. If this was not ſufficient, 
and we were ſtill deſirous of adding a 
farther degree of perfection to ſo great 
à character; we ſhould endeavour to 
chink of en, if human nature could 
t 11 furniſn 
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furniſh ſuch a pattern, who, if occaſion 
required, was willing to undergo. all 
kinds of afliftion, to ſacrifice, himſelf, 


ta forget his deareſt intereſts, and even 


lay down his life for the good: of, man- 
kind.- 


of thy unbounded goodneſs break in 
upon our hearts? Thou who becameft 
| poor, that wwe might be rich—tho' Lord 
of all this world, yet Ladſt not where 


40 lay thy bead and though equal in 


power and glory to the great Go p of 
NaTuRE, yet madeſt thyſelf of ns repu- 
tation, ee upon thee the form of a ſer- 
want, ſubmitting thyſelf without 


opening thy mouth, to all the indigni- 


ties which a thankleſs and undiſcerning 
people could offer; J and at length, to 
accompliſh our. ſalvation, Bbecameſt obe- 


or anto death, ſuffering thyſelf, as on 


L 2 this 


—And here, —O merciful 5 
VIOUR. | home would the bright originat 
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this day in fol de d liter a dend 40: the 
nee 10 4700 Ja. inna ot noqu go! 


AID 2'Tainnd) to $YJosfai 513 nt vo 
20 . this qtupendous 
anſtanitk;:of compaſſion 1 inothe Son of 
omi ivitfies moſt unanfwarable appeal 


that can bee made to the heart of man, 
for theireafonablerieſs' of it: in himſelf. 
It s the great argument which the 
apoſtles : uſe in almoſt. all their exhorta- 
Aions t good works. Helbved if Chriſt 
Jo loved us the inference is unavoidabie, 
and gives ſtrength and beauty to every 
thing elſe which can be urged upon the 
ſubject. And therefore I have reſerved 
it for my laſt and warmeſt appeal, wich 
which would gladly finiſh; this adif- 
' xoutſe;-thar-ar- leaſt for their ſakes:for 
whotw-it is preached, we might be left 
to the full impreſſion of ſo exalted: and 

8 6 


e Preached on Good Friday. 
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ſo ſeaſonable a motive. That byreflect- 
ing upon the infinite labour of this day's 
love, in the inſtance of Curist's death, 
e rm coafderwhatian'inmente Yebr 
e We Ach other; and bycalling to 
miluck the amiabue pattern of his life, in 
doing goodie might learti in what 
anner we may beſt: diſcharge it. 1+ 
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And indeed, of all the metvodls in 


Wicht a gooduflind wouldtboyilling to 


Holthibbelievethere can be nane more 
{benefic}; or dmprahenſiu in its ef- 
r, than that for which we are here 
met together. The proper education 
of pod chijdrn being the ground-work 
efalnoſtevery other ł ind of clarity, as 
tat whic himakesevery other ſubſeguent 
Act of ir adi wer che pious expe ati ou a 
She givers of lo ul f: of 


A 
Of 
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150 SERMON v. 
Without this foundation firſt laid, 
how mich Kindnef in'the progreſs of 
benevolent man's life is una voidablycaſt 
Away? and ſometimes Where it is as 
Tenſelefs as the expoſing a tender plant 
to all the inelemenc ies of a etuel ſeaſon, 
and then going with ſorrow to take it in, 
when the root is already dead. I faid, 
therefore, this was the foundation of al- 
moſt every kind of charity, and might 
one not have added, of all policy too? 
ſince the many ill conſequences which 
attend the want of it, though grievoully 
felt by the parties themſelves, are no 
leſs ſo by the community of which they 
are members; and moreover, of all miſ- 
Chiefs ſeem the hardeſt to be redrefied. 
, —Jnſomuch, that when one. conſiders 
the diſloyal ſeductions of popery on one 
hand, and on the other, that no bad 


man 
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man, whatever he profeſſes, can be a 


good ſubject, one may venture to ſay, it 
had been cheaper and better for the na- 
tion to have bore the expenceof inſtilling 
ſound principles and good morals, into 
the neglected children of the lower ſort, 
eſpecially in ſome parts of Great Britain, 
than to be obliged, ſo often as we have 
been within this laſt century, to riſe up 
and arm ourſclves againſt the rebellious 
effects which the want of them have 
. brought down even to our doors. And, 
in fact, if we are to truſt antiquity, the 
truth of which in this caſe we have na 
reaſon to diſpute, this matter has been 
looked upon of ſuch vaſt importance tg 
the civil happineſs and peace of a peo- 
ple, that ſome commonwealths, the moſt 
eminent for political wiſdom, have choſe 
to make a public concern of it; think- 
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ing i much fafer to be enttuſtod to iht 
Prudence ef thernagittrine; than'tothe 
mille bendetneſs; or maturabpartia- 
y uf ehe parent. DON add gnivig 
270] & 07 qu md gazgnind bay noigiſi 
"Er Was Witoh ſtent wänh tl a/ all By 
oke a very refined fenſe of: palicy an 
de Lacedemonians, (thoby the. wax, 
I belicves different from what more mo- 
dern politics would have directed in 
manded of them fifty children, as ho 
tages for the ſecurity of a. diſtant e Dy 
gagement, they made this; brave and 
wiſe anſwer, they would nog-ofhey 


« ud het conſent: they would 1a. 
ether give him double the number of 


& their beft grown up men. Intimat- 
ing, that however they were diſtreſſed 


212 would chuſe any incbnyenience ra 
ther 
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SE R MON V. __ 
vieedanduſierchs loſs of cheir 
education 5 
if! onge alaſſi cane ver beregained);.of 


giving their youth an ;earhy tincture of 
religion, and bringing them up to a love 


_ofanduſtry;;anda love f the laws-and 
eonflitutiow of: their county If his 
news che great importance of a ptoper 
education t children of all ranks and 
conditions, what ſhall we ſaye then of 
chioſe whom / the providence of Gop has 
placeck in the bery loweſt lot of life, ut- 
refly caſt out of the way of knowledge, 
Without a parent, ſometimes may be 
without aà friend to guide and inſtruct 
chem; but hat common pity and the 
neceſſity of their ſad ſituation. engages: 
where the dangers which ſurrgund. 
them onevery ſide are ſo great and many, 
chat for one fortunate paſſenger in life, 
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254 SERMON. V. 


who makes his way well in the world 
ich ſuch early diſadvantages, and ſo dif- 


mal ·a ſetting out, we may reckon thou- 


ſands who N 50 ſuffer ee 


Fl W (2: Hire! 


If there is a caſe under Tieren which 
lac aloud for the more immediate 
exerciſe-of compaſſion, and which may 
be looked upon as the compendium of 
all charity, ſurely it is this; and I am 


perſuaded there would want nothing 


more to conyince the greateſt enemy to 
theſe kinds of charities that it is1o, but 


A bare opportunity of taking a nearer 


view of ſome of the more Gitreſsful ob. | 
— $35 „ node 


| = him go into the 8 of the 
unfortunate, into ſome mourntul cots 
UW tage, 


S ER MON v. 155 
tage, where poverty and affliction reign 
togetker. There let him behold the 
diwonſolate widow—— ſitting-—ſteeped 
in tears; thus ſorrowing over the in- 

fant, ſhe knows not how ta ſuccour.— 
O my child, thou art now left ex- 
poſed to à wide and a vicious world. 
too full of fnares and temptations for 
<! thy tender and unpractiſed age. Per- 
= haps a parent's love may magnify 
c thoſe dangers—But when I conſider 
thou art driven out naked into the 
* midſt of them without friends, with- 
out fortune, without inſtruction, my 
heart bleeds beforehand for the evils 
+ which may come upon thee, Gon. 
„ in whom we truſted, is witneſs, ſo 
* low had his providence placed us, 
er that we never. indulged one wiſh to 


2 * have made thee rich. virtuous we 
LI a * 
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tow like this ſorrow, herewith phe Lord 
has: affigted, hen? or whether thege:tan 
be;,any charity like that, of cakingithe 
child au. of the-nother's bojoms und reſeu- 
inghexfromgheſeappreheaſigna? Should 
a heathen; affratiger to durcholyteligion 
and che love ãt teached, ſhouldiſhe, as be 
jdairtiryed, come in be place whers· he day, 
when be jaw,” would be not have"compaſ- 
fun um herd Go forbid; alchriſtian 
mould 25. duy want it; or ar ny kime 
look upon ſuch a a and . by on 
the _ — 


PA 


Rather? let kim do, as his Saviour 


taught him, bind up the wounds, and peur 
comfort itito the heart of one, whom 


che Hand of Go has ſo bruiſed,” Let 


him practiſe what it is, wich Elijah's 
tranſport, to ſay to the afſlicted widow, 


\ 3% K. 
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138 SERMON'YV. 
See, thy fon liveth | — liveth by my 
charity, and the bounty of this hour, to 
all the purpoſes which make life deſire- 
| able, - to be made a good man, and * 
profitable ſubje&: on one hand to be 
trained up to ſuch a ſenſe of his duty, as 
may ſecure him an intereſt i in the world 
to come; and with regard to this world, 
to be ſo brought up in it, to a love of 
honeſt labour and induſtry, as all his life 


long to earn and eat his bread with; joy 
and thankfulneſ. 


Much peace and happineſs reſt up- 
< on the head and heart of every one 
< who thus brings children to Cazrs7. 
May the bleſſing of him that was 
« ready to periſh come ſeaſonably upon 
« him.—The Lord comfort him, when 
80 be neff + wants it, ; when * =—_—_ fick 
5 . * upon 
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« upon his bed; make thou, O Gop ! 
all his bed in his ſickneſs; and for 
« what he now ſcatters, give him, then, 
< that peace of thine which paſſeth all 
< underſtanding, and which nothing in 
<« this world can either give or take 
% away.” Amen. 
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Phariſee and Publican 
In the Temple. 


Vor. I. M 
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LUKE XvVIH, 14. Aft part. _. = 


7 tell you, this man went down to his houſe. 1 
juſtified rather than the other: — © T8 


HE S E words are the judgment 
1 which our Saviou has left upon 
the behaviour and different degrees of 
merit in the two men, the Phariſee and 
Publican, whom he repreſents in the. 
foregoing parable as going up into the 
temple to pray; in what manner they 
diſcharged this great and ſolemn duty, 
will beſt be ſeen from a conſideration of 
the prayer, which each is ſaid to have 
addreſſed to Gop upon the occafion. 
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pe phariſce, inſtead of an act of hu- 
miliation im that aweful preſence before 
which heft60d;—wittanaitof:triumph 
and TAffufficiency,'thanks Gov" that He 


had not ade him like brfiets-— extor 
tioners, adulterers, un) aſt, öl even as this 
publican.— The publican is repreſented 


_ a$;ſtanding afar off, and with a heart 


touched with humility from a juſt ſenſe 
of his q wn unworthineſs, is ſaid only to 
have ſmote upon his breaſt, faying——+— 
(Gop be merciful to me a ſinner. I tell 
you, adds our SAv1ouR, this man. went 
down to his houſe Jullifie rather than 
the other. 00 5 a e uw A 


9 


LEY 


CS &Z\ 


not be amiſs to enter into a more parti- 
culat examination of the evidence and 
4raſons upon which it might be founded, 
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not only. becauſe it may place the equity 
of this deciſion in | favour of the pub- 
lian in a ſtronger light, hut that the 
ſubject ſeems likely to lead me goa train 
of reflections. not e the ſo- 
lemnity of the ſeaſon “. 


in JF 2192510 . 


The Phariſee was one of that ſect, 
who, in our Saviovk's time, what'by 
the auſterity of their Ives tlieir public 
atms-deeds, and greater pretences to 
piety than other men, had gradually 
wrought themſelves into much credit 
and reputation with the people: and 
indeed, as the bulk of theſe are eaſily 
caught with appearances, their character 
ſeems to have been admirably well ſuited 
to ſuch a purpoſe. —If you looked no 
Farther than the outward part of it, you 
would think it made up of all goodneſs. 
al OO an uncommoty lanctity 
bo N UCL, NM 5 en 2 


a s Pre ched n Lent. 
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of life, "guarded by great decorum and 
ſeverity of manners, —profuſe and fre- 


quent chatities to the poor many 
acts of feligion, much obſervance of 
the la. much — "TO | 


Prater 


It is W ſuſpect the appearance 
of ſo much good — and would have 
been ſo here, had not our bleſſed SA 
vroux left us their real character upon 
record, and drawn up by himſelf in one 
word that the ſect were like whitened 
ſepulchres, all fair and beautiful without, 
and enriched there with whatever could 
attract the eye of the beholder; bury 
when ſearched within-ſide; were full of. 
corruption and of whatever could ſhock+ 
and diſguſt the ſearcher. '' So that witlr 
all their affectation of piety; "and more 
extraordinary ſiriinels and regularity in 
| their 
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their outward,deportment, all was irre- 
gular, and uncultivated withig—and all | 
theſe fair pretences, how. promiſing. ſo- 
ever, blaſted by the indulgence: of the 
worſt of human paſſions, pride 
ſpiritual pride, the. worſt of, all pride 
hypocriſy, ſelf- love, covetouſneſs, ex- 
tortion, cruelty and revenge. What 
pity it is that the ſacred name of reli- 
gion ſhould ever have been borrowed, . 
and employed in fo bad a work, as in . 
covering over ſuch a black catalogue of 
vices—or. that the fair form of virtue 
ſhould have been thus diſgraced and for 
ever drawn into ſuſpicion, from the un- 
worthy. uſes of this kind to which the 
artful and abandoned have often put 
her. The phariſee ſeems to have had 
not many ſcruples of this kind, and the 
prayer he makes uſe of in the temple is 


a. true picture of the man's heart, and 
M a3 -- fſhe ws. 
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— a.diſpoliticn aid fixme 


of mind — worſhip.— 04 


sig 293 3 s to 34110 74. 3877 


0 Ge b wig thee that/thou haſt 
formed me of different | materials from 


the reſt of my ſpecies, whom thou haſt 
created frail and vain by nature, but by 
Chince: and : e _ corru rupt 

"Me; "AE haſt faſhioned i in a ne 
mould, and haſt infuſed ſo large a por- 
tion of thy ſpirit into me, lo! I am 
raiſed above the temptations and deſires 
to which fleſh and blood are ſubject.—1 
thank thee that thou haſt made me thus 
dt a frail veſſel of clay, like that of 


other men or even this publican, but 


chat I ſtand here a choſen ak; 88 
voſſel unto thee. 


1 * : '* * Vo 
13 , 
e 2-77 After 
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»:After this obvious paraphraſt uponthe 
words, Which fpeaks no moe than the 
true ſpirit of the phariſce's prayer. 
for would:ndrandlly-afl;3 Vlad eulen 
was there for all this triumph or what 
foundation could he have to inſult in 
this manner over the infirmities af man- 
kind — or even thoſe of the humble 
publican who ſtood before him 
Why, fays he, I faſt twice in the week, 
1 give tythes of all that I poſſeſs. 
Fruly a very indifferent account of 
himfelf—— and if that was all he had 
to offer in his own behalf, Gop knows, 
it was but a weak foundation to fupport 
ſo much arrogance and ſelf-conceit; be- 
cauſe the obſervance of both the one 
and the other of theſe ordinances might 
be ſuppoſed well enough to be conſiſtent 
with the moſt profligate of life and 
manners, 


The 


n 1 8 G 1 —_— 
= 1 8 1 ww SUS 4 1 8 


wo SERMON VL 
The conduct and behaviour of the 


Publican appears very diff erent and 
indeed as much the reverſe to this, S  Þ 


you could conceive. But before we en- 
ter upon that, as I have ſpoken largely 
to the character of the phariſce, twill 
be but juſtice to ſay a word or two in 
general to his. — The publican was one 
of that order of men employed by the 
Roman emperors in levying the taxes 
and contributions which were from time 


to time exacted from Judea as a con- 


quered nation. Whether from the par- 
ticular fate of that employment, owing 
to the fixed averſion which men have to 
part with what is their own, or from. 
whatever other cauſes it happened — ſo 
it was, that the whole ſet of men were 
odious, inſomuch that the name of a 
publican was a term of reproach and in- 


famy amongſt the Jews. * 0 
beg Perhaps 


1 
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Perhaps the many inſtances of rigout 
to which their office might direct them 
Cheightened ſometimes by a mixture of 
eruelty and inſolence of their un and. 
poſſibly always made to appear worſe 
than they were by the loud clamours 
and miſrepreſentations of others —all 
might have contributed to form and fi 
this odium. But it was here no doubt, 
as in all other claſſes of. men, whoſe. ; 
 profeffions expoſe them to more temp- 
tations than that of others - that there 
are numbers who ſtill behave well, and 
who amidſt all the ſnares and opportu- 
nities which lie in their way, —paſs 
through them, not only with an unble-- 
miſhed character, but with the inward: 
W of-a good conſcience. 


The bandes in all likelihood: was. 


one e of theſe——and the ſentiments. oft 
candour 
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candou and humility whick the viewof 
His condition inſpired; are ſuch as could 
come only from a heart and character 
chus dane tif eto HO 


Ns 280 5 J 181 11 21 „219030 


Ile goes pi into the temple to pay 


bis lacrifice of prayer—in, the: diſcharge 


$ #4 4 + 


of which, he pleads no merit of his own 


—enters into no compariſon With others, 


—or juſtification of himſelf. with Gon, 


but! in reyerence to that holier part of 
the temple where his preſence was ſup- 


poſed more immediacely to be diſplayed 


—he keeps afar off—is afraid to lift up 


his eyes towards heaven——but ſmites 


upon his breaſt, and ina ſhort but fervent 


cjaculation - ſubmiſſively begs Gop to 


have mercy upon his fins. 08D 


how precious ! ? how amiable! I 18 K true hu- 
| mility ?. what a difference! in thy, Sight 


does: it u make to conſiſt berwixe. man and 


? 
anne. man! 


SERMON Vi ug 
man | Pridei-whs not made fon a erea: 


ture withifuch- manifold imperfection 


—teligious pride; is a dreſa which, ſtill 
worſe becomes him—— becguſe, of all 


others, tis that to which he has the leaſt 


pretetice- the beſt of us fall ſeven times 


2 day, and thereby add ſotne Aeg reef 


unprofitableneſs to the charactet 5 tllofe 
who do all that is commanded” them 
| was T perfect therefore, fays Job, 1 
would not know my ſoul, T would be 
Glehr, I would be ignorant of '1 my own 
righteouſneſs, for ſhould I ſay I was per- 
fect, it would prove me to be perverſe. 
From this introduction I will take occa- 
Hon to recommend this virtue of religi- 
us humility, which ſo naturally falls 
from the ſubject, and which cannot more 


effectually be enforced, than by an en 


; quiry'1 into the chief cauſes which pro- 
tice: the oppoſite vice to it——that of 
ſpiritual 


174 S. E R M ON, VI. 
ſpiritual pride - for in this malady of 
the mind of man the caſe is parallel 
with moſt others of his body, the dan- 
gers of which can never rightly be ap- 
prehended; or can remedies be applied 
either with judgment or ſucceſs, till they 
are traced back to their firſt principles, 
and the ſeeds of the diſorder are laid 
open and conſidered. 


And firſt, 1 believe, one of the — 
general cauſes of ſpiritual pride, is that 
Which ſeems to have miſled the pha- | 
riſee a miſtaken notion of the true 
principles of his religion. He thought, 
no doubt, that the whole of it was: 
comprehended in the two articles 6f | 
paying tythes and frequent faſting, and 
that when he had diſcharged his con- 
ſcience of them he had done all that 
k "Ws. 3 at his hands, and might 
1 | | with 
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with reaſon go, and thank Gop that he 
had not made him like others. —It is 
not to be queſtioned, but through force 
of this error, the phariſee might think 
himſelf to be, what he pretended, a te- 
ligious and upright man. For however 
he might be brought to act a double 
and inſincere part in the eyes of men 

upon worldly views—it is not to be 

ſuppoſed that when he ſtood by him- 

ſelf, apart in the temple, and no wit- 
neſſes of what paſſed between him and 
his. Gop——that he ſhould knowingly 
and wilfully have dared to act fo open 
and barefaced a ſcene of mockery in the 
face of Heaven. This is ſcarce proba - 
ble and therefore it muſt have been 
owing to ſome deluſion in his.education, 
which had early planted in his mind 
falſe and wretched notions of the eſſen- 
n of religion - which as he grew up 

1 75 | 3 had 


1756 SERMON VI. 
had proved the ſeeds: of; ipfigite error 
both 5 rad tc and pun; | 


44 pes Ser 1 
With the reſt of " gelt, he Bad 7. — | 
fo pringipled and ioſtructed! as to obſerve 


a ſcrupulous” nicety and moſt religious 
exactnels 1 inthe leſſer matters of his re- 
its frequent 'waſhings—1ts faſt- 
ings en external rites, of no merit 
in themſelves but to ſtand exempted, 


from the more troubleſome exactneſs in 


the weightier matters of the law, which 
were of eternal and unchangeable obli- 
gation. So that, they were in truth 


gnat and yet ſwallow a camel; and, as 
our Sa vioux reproves them from a fa- 


miliar inſtance of domeſtic inconſiſtency 


—would make clean the outſide of the 
cup and platter—yet ſuffer the inſide 
nn part, oO of cor- 

IF" 8 n 


SERMON VE 157 


ruption and exceſs. From his Know- 
ledge of the Character and principles of 
the Phariſee, tis eaſy to account for his 
femtiments: and behaviour: in the temple, 


which were e juſt ſuch as they would ha ave 
led one, to have expected. debe 


Thus it has always ues _ a 15 
ale common to all ſuch abuſes of reli- 
gion, as make it to conſiſt in external 
rites and ceremonies more than inward 
purity and integrity of heart. —As theſe 
' outward things are eaſily put in practice 
and capable of being attained to, 
4vithout much capacity, or much oppo- 
fition tofleſhand blood—it too naturally 
betrays the profeſſors of it, intoaground- 
leſs perſuaſion of their own godlineſs, and 
a deſpicable one of that of others, in their 
religious capacities, and the relations in 
which they ſtand towards Go: which ĩs 
the very definition of ſpiritual pride. 

Vor. I. N When 
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When the true heat and ſpirit of de. 
wotion is thus loſt and extinguiſhed un- 
der a cloud of oftentativis « ceremonies 
and geſtures, as is remarkable in the Ro- 
man church—where the celebration of 


high maſs, when ſer off to the beſt ad- 
vantage with all its ſeenical decorations 
and finery, looks more like a theatrical 
performance, than that humble and ſo- 
4emn appeal which. duſt and aſhes. ate 
offering up to the throne of G05 
when religion, I ſay, is thus clogged and 
bore down by ſuch a weight of ceremo- 
nĩes it is much eaſier to put in pre- 
tenſtons to holineſs upon ſuch a mecha- 
nical ſyſtem as is left of it, than where 
the character is only to be got and main- 
tained. by a painful conflict and perpe- 
tual war againſt the paſſions. Tis eaſter, 
for inſtance, for a zealous papiſt to croſs 
himſelf and tell his. beads, than for an 
humble 
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kumhle proteſtant to ſubdue the ſuſts of 
anger, intemperance, cruelty and re- 
venge, to appear before liis Maker with 
that preparation of mind which becomes 
him. The aperation of being ſprinkled 
with holy water, is not ſo difficult in it- 
ſelf, as that of being chaſte and ſpotleſs 
within—conſcious of no dirty thought 
or diſhoneſt action. Tis a much ſhorter 
way to kneel down at a confeſſional and 
receive abſolution than to hve ſo as 
to deſerve it not at the hands of men 
— but at the hands of Gop'— who fees 
the heart, and cannot be impoſed on.— 
The atchievement of keeping Lent, or 
abſtaining from fleſh on certain days, is 
not ſo hard, as that of abſtaining from 
the works of it at all times - eſpecially, 
as the point is generally managed a- 
mongſt the richer ſort with ſuch art and 


epicuriſm at their tables - and with ſuch 
N 2 indulgence 


190 
indulgener do a poor mortified appetit 
that dan entertainment upon à faſt as 
much more likely to ꝓtoduce & furor 
than ia it qr forrow. g, u 
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One/ imight run che: parallel much 
farther, bur this may beni ſũſmeient ta 
thew how dangerous anch deluſive theſe 
miſtak es are. . how aht to miſlead 
and overſet weak: minds, winch are ever 
apt to he caught by the pomp of ſuch 
external ꝓarts of religion. This is ſo er 
dent chat even in our n church where. 
there is the greateſt chaſtity 19, things 
this nature and of Which none agg 50+ 
tained in our worſhip, but hat, Ihe 
lieye, tend. to: excite and, aſſiſt ite yęt ſa 
ee is chere in our natuis 
do. ſeniccn ad to en matehliß She 
—— 9 of. che Sul, RAR 
or Abe ampretiions of outward Unger 
in f 2 & :* that 
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trat ver ſee thouſands who every day 


miſtake the ſhadow: for the ſubſtance, 


and, was it falrly put to che trialy would 
e the reality for the appearance. 


6 almoſt univerſally 
the caſe of the Jewiſu churohk where, 
for want of proper guard and diſtinction 
bet wirt the means of religion and religi- 
ort itſelf, the ceremonial part in time eat 
away the moral part, and left nothing 
but a ſhadow behind. —'Tis.to-be feared. 


the buffooneries of the Romiſh. churek 


bid fair to do it the ſame ill office, to 
the diſgrace and utter ruin of chriſttanity. 
wkete ver popery is eſtabliſhed: What 
cken remains, but that, we rectify· theſe 
grofs and pernicious notions: of religion, 
atid place ĩt upon ĩts true bottom, which 
we can only do; by bringing back: reli⸗ 


s that bool; point of reaſdh which. 
wall N 2 Arlf 
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firſt ſhewed us its obligation by always 
remembering that Gon is a ſpirit and 


muſt be worſhipped ſuitable to his na- 
ture, i. e. in ſpirit and in truth — and 
that the moſt acceptable ſacrifice we can 
offer him:is a virtuous and an upright 
mind - and however neceſſary it is, not 
to leave the ceremonial and poſitive parts 
of religion undone yet not like the 
phariſce to reſt there and omit the 
weightier matters, but keep this in view 
perpetually, that though the inſtrumen- 
tal duties of religion are duties of un- 
queſtionable obligation to us yet they 
are ftill, but INSTRUMENTAL Durizks, 
conducive to the great end of all religion 
which is to purify our hearts — and 
conquer our paſſions — and, in a word, 
to make us wiſer and better men better 
ncighbours—better citizens and better 


Lervants to b. To whom, &c. 
S ER. 
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Vindication of Human Nature. 
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SERMON” VII. 
Romans XIV. 7. 


For none of us liveth to bimſelF. 


RNHERE is not a ſentenee in 

- ſcripture, which ſtrikes a narrow 
Tout with greater aſtomſhment ;——and 
one might as eaſily engage to clear up 
the darkeſt problem in geometry to an 
ignorant mind, as make a ſordid one 
comprehend the truthandreaſonableneſs. 
of this plain propoſition—No man liveth 
to himſelf ! Why ?—Does any man live- 
to any thing elſe ?—In the whole com- 
paſs of human life can a prudent man 
teer to a ſafer point? Not live to him- 
ſelf— To whom then? Can any in- 
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tereſts or concerns which are foreign to a: 
man's ſelf have ſuch a claim over him 
that he muſt ſerve under them, —ſuſpend 
his own purſuits, — ſtep out of his right 
courſe, till others have paſſed by him, 
and attained the ſeveral ends and pur- 
poſes of living before him? 8 
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If, wich a ſelfiſn heart, ſuch an enquirer 
ſhould happen to have a ſpeculating head 
too, he will proceed, and aſk. you whe- 
ther this ſame principle which the apoſtle 
hexe throws out of the life of man, is not 
in fact the grand bias of his nature ?— 
That however we may flatter ourſelves. 
withfine · ſpun notions of diſintereſtedneſs 

and heroiſm in what we do; that werethe 
moſt popular of our actions ſtripped. 
naked, and the true motives and inten- 
Yons af them ſearched to che bottom; 
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SERMON VIE 187 
we ſhould find little reaſon for _— 
upon that ſewer — 


In a word, he wil ſay, that a man is 
altogether a bubble to himſelf in this 
matter, and that after all that can. be 
faid in his. behalf, the trueſt definition. 
that can be given of him is this, that he- 
is a ſelfiſh animal; and that all his ac- 
tions have ſo ſtrong a tincture of that. 


character, as to ſhew (to whomever elſe 
he was intended to live) that in a he. - 
lives caly to himſelf. 


. Before? reply directly to this accuſa-- 
tion, Icannot help obſerving by the way, 
that there is ſcaree any thing which has 
done more diſſervice to ſocial virtue, than 
the frequent repreſentations of human 
nature, under this hideous picture of de. 
-formity, which by leauing out all that 
= 1 
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tis one p towards aQting ne £11, to think 
worthily of our. nature.z, and. : as in com: 
mon life, the way ta make a man honeſt, 
is, to ſuppoſe him ſo, and treat him as 
ſuch: — ſo here, to ſet ſome value upon 
ourſelves, enables us to ſupport the cha: 
racter, and even inſpires and adds ſents 
ments of generoſity and virtue to thoſe 
which we have already preconceived. The 
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1 ſcripture tells, That Gop made man in 
| gi his own image, —not ſurely in the ſenſ̃ · a 
| I! tive and corporeal partof him, chat could 
i bear no reſemblance with apure and inft: 

| Cl nite ſpicit—but whatreſettblancehebors 


was undoubtedly.i in the moral fectitude, 


and the k ind and benevolent aftectio io! 1, 
his. 
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nis image has b deen Fulled rt bche 
fall of man in our firſt paren. and. th 
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by th ther many uper-ind ductions of hi is own 


depraved appetites ſince, =yet*ti sa lau- 
dable pride and a true greatnefs m mind 
70 chefflhA belief, that there's fo much 
of that glorious image ſtill left upon it, 
as ſhall reſtrain him from baſe and diſ- 
graceful actions; to anſwer which end, 
what thought can be more conducive: 
than that af our being made in the like - 
neſs of the greateſt and beſt of Beings? 
This is a plain conſequence. And the 
conſideration of it ſhould have in ſome 
męaſure been a protection to human na- 
Lyfe, from, the. rough uſage ſhe has met 
with from the, ſatyrical pens 0: of [ry many. 
of the - Fr rench writers, as well 2 of our. 
own country, who with, | more 1 wit than 
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190 SERMON VIL 
well-meaning have deſperately fallen foul 
upon the whole ſpecics, as a ſet of crea- 
tures incapable either of private' friend- 
ſhip or public ſpirit, but juſt as the caſe 
ſuited their own intereſt and advantage. 
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That there is ſelfiſhneſs and meanneſs 
enough in the ſouls of one part of the 
world, to hurt the credit of the other 
part of it, is what I ſhall not diſpute 
again; but to judge of the whole, from 
this bad ſample, and becauſe one man 1s 
plotting and artful in his nature; —or, a 
ſecond openly makes his pleaſure or his 


p profit the whole center of all his deſigns ; 
i  —orbecauſe athird ſtrait-hearted wretch 
1 fits confined within himſelf, feels no 


misfortunes, but thoſe which touch him- 
ſelf; to involve the whole race without 
mercy under ſuch deteſted characters, is 


a concluſion as falſe, as it is pernicious; 
3 a and 
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S ERM ON VII. 197 
and was it in general to yy credit, could 
ſerve no end, Pot the rooting out of our 
nature all that is generous, and plant- 
ing in the ſtead of it ſuch an averſion | 
to 2 other, as muſt untie the bands | 
of ſociety, and rob us of one of the 
greateſt pleaſures of it, the mutual 
communications of kind offices; and 

Hy poiſoning the fountain, rendering 
every thing ſuſpected that flows through 


at; 


(> 


To the honour of human nature, the 
ſcripture teaches us, thatGop made man 
upright, — and tho* he has ſince found 
out many inventions, which have much 
diſhonoured this noble ſtructure, yet the 
foundation of it ſtands as it was, the 
whole frame and deſign of it carried on 
upon ſocial virtue and public ſpirit, and 
rer member of us ſo evidently ſup- 

ported 
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192 SERMON. VII. 
ported by this ſtrong cement, that we 


may ſay with the apoſtle; that no nan 
liveth to himſelf. In whatſoever light | 
we view him we ſhall ſee evidently, that 
there is no ſtation or condition of his 
life,—no office or relation, or circum- 
ſtance, but there ariſes from it ſo many 
ries, o many indiſpenſible claims upon 
him, as muſt perpetually carry him be- 
yond any ſelfiſh conſideration, and ſhew 
plainly, that was a man fooliſhly wicked 
enough to delign to live to himſelf a- 
lone, he would either find it impracti- 
cable, or he would loſe, at leaſt, the very 
thing which made life itſelf deſirable. 
We know that our Creator, like an all- 


wiſe contriver in this, as in all other of 


his works, has implanted in mankind 
ſuch appetites and inclinations as were 
ſuitable for their ſtate ; that is, ſuch as 


would naturally lead him to the love of 
ſociety 
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ſociety and friendſhip, without which he 
would have been found in a worſe condi- 
tion than the very beaſts of the field. No 
one therefore who lives in ſociety, can be 
| ſaid to live to himſelf, he lives to his 

Gop,—to his king, and his country.— 
He lives to his family, to his friends, to 
all under his truſt, and in a word, he lives 
to the whole race of mankind; whatſoever 
has the character of man, and wears the 
ſame image of God that he does, is truly 
his brother, and has a juſt claim to his 
kindneſs. That this is the caſe in fact 
as well as in theory, may be made plain 
to any one, who has made any obferya- 
tions upon human life. When we have 
traced it through all its connections 
viewed it under the ſeveral obligations 
which ſucceed each other in a perpetual 
rotation through the different ſtages of a 
haſty pilgrimage, we ſhall find that theſe 
l. O do 
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194 SERMON VII. 
do operate ſo ſtrongly upon it, and lay 
us juſtly under ſo many reſtraints, that 
we are every hour ſacrificing ſomething 
to ſociety, in return for the benefits we 
receive from it. 


To illuſtrate this, let us take a ſhort 
ſurvey of the life of any one man (not 
liable to great exceptions, but ſuch a life 
as is common to molt); let us examine 
it merely to this point, and try how far 
it will anſwer ſuch a repreſentation, 


If we begin with him in th at early age 


wherein the ſtrongeſt marks of undiſguiſed 
tenderneſs and diſintereſted compaſſion 


ſhew themſelves I might previouſly ob- 
ſerve, with what impreſſions he is come 


out of the hands of Gop, with the very 


bias upon his nature, which prepares him 
for the character, which he was deſigned 


to 
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to fulfil.— But let us paſs by the years 
which denote childhood, as no lawful 
evidence, you'll ſay, inthis diſpute; let us 
follow him to the period, when he is juſt 
got looſe from tutors and governors, when 
his actions may be argued upon with leſs 
exception. If you obſerve, you will find 
that one of the firſt and leading propenſi- 
ties of his nature, 1s that, which diſcovers 
itſelf in the deſire of ſociety, and the ſpon- 
taneous love towards thoſe of his kind. 
And tho? the natural wants and exigen- 
cies of his condition are, no doubt, one 
reaſonof this amiableimpulle,--Gophay- 
ing founded that in him, as 2 proviſional 
ſecurity to make him ſocial; yet tho it 
is a reaſon in nature — tis a reaſon, to. 
him yet undiſcovered. Youth is not apt 
tophiloſophiſeſodeeply—butfollows,— 
as it feels itſelf prompted by the inward 

e 
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working « of benevolence—without view 


to itſelf, or previous calculation either of 
the loſs or profit which may accrue. 
Agreeably to this, obſerve how warmly, 
how heartily heenters into friendſhips, — 

how diſintereſted, and unſuſpicious in the 
choiceof them, —how generous and open 
in his profeſſions ho ſincere and ho- 


neſt in making them good When his 


friend is in diſtreſs, —what lengths he 


will go, — what hazards he will bring up- 


on himſelf, - what embarraſſment upon 
his affairs to extricate and ſerve him! If 
man 1s altogether a ſelfiſh creature, (as 
theſe moraliſers would make him) tis 1 
certain he does not arrive at the full ma- 


turity of it, in this time of his life, No. 


If he deſerves any accuſation, tis in the 


other extreme, “ That in his youth nh is 
* generally more FOOL than KNAVE,”—— 


and 
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and ſo far from being ſuſpected of living 
to himſelf, that he lives rather to every 
body elſe; the unconſciouſneſs of art and 
deſign in his own intentions, rendering 
him ſo utterly void of a ſuſpicion of it 
in others, as to leave him too oft a bub- 
ble to every one who will take the ad- 

vantage, —But you'll ſay, he ſoon abates 
of theſe tranſports of diſintereſted love; 
and as he grows older, —grows wiſer, 
and learns to live more to himſelf. 


Let us examane.- 


That a longer knowledge of the 
world, and ſome experience of inſince- 
rity, will teach him a leſſon of more 
caution in the choice of friendſhips, and 
leſs forwardneſs i in the undiſtinguiſhed 
offers, of his ſervices, is what J grant: 

= But 
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But if he cools of theſe, does he hot 
grow warmer ſtill in connections of a 
different kind? Follow him, I pray you, | 
into the next ſtage of lite, where he has | 
entered into engagements, and appears as 

che father of a family, and you will ſee 
the paſſion ſtill remains — the ſtream: 

ſomewhat more confined, —but runs the 
ſtronger for it.--Theſame benevolence of 
heart altered only in its courſe, and the 
difference of objects towards which it 
tends. Take a ſhort view of him in this 
light, as acting under the many tender 
claims which that relation lays upon 
him, —ſpending many weary days, and 
fleepleſs nights - utterlyforgetful of him- 
ſelf, intent only upon his family, and 
with an anxious heart contriving and 
labouring to preſerve it from diſtreſs, 
againſt that hour when he ſhall be taken 

from 
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from its protection. Does ſuch a one 
live to himſelf ? He who riſes early, late 
takes reſt, and eats the bread of careful - 
neſs to ſave others the trouble of doing 


ſo after him. Does ſuch a one live only 


to himſelf? ——Ye who are parents, an- 
ſwer this queſtion for him, How oft have 
ye ſacrificed your health,. - your eaſe, — 
your pleaſures, —nay, the very comforts 

of your lives, for the ſake of your chil- 
_ dren? How many indulgencies have ye. 
given up? What ſelf-denials and diffi- 


culties have ye chearfully undergone for 
them ?—In their ſicknels, or reports of. 
their miſconduct, how have ye gone on 
your way ſarrowing? What alarms within 
you, whenfancy forebodes butimaginary 
misfortunes hanging over them? - but 
when real ones have overtaken them, and 
miſchief befallen them in the way in which 
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key have gent, how ſharper than a ſword 
have ye felt the workings of a parental 
indneſs?ꝰ In whatever period of human 
life we look for proofs of ſelfiſnneſs, 
let us not ſeek them in this relation of a 
parent, whoſe whole life, when truly 
known, is often little elſe but a ſucceſſion 
of cares, heart-aches, and diſquieting ap- 
prehenſions, enough to ſhew that he is 
but an inſtrument in the hands of Gop to 
provide for the well-being of others, ta 
ſerve their intereſt as well as his own. 


If you try the truth of this reaſoning 
upon every other part or. ſituation of the 
fame life, you will find it holds good in 
one degree or other. Take a view of it 
out of theſe cloſer connections both. of a 
friend and parent. Conſider him for a 
moment under that natuzal alliance in 
* 345 which 
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which even a heathen poet has placed 


him 3; namely, that of a man; — and as 
ſuch, to his honour, as one incapable of 
ſtanding unconcerned in whatever con- 
cerns his fellow - creatures. Compaſſion 
has ſo great a ſnare in our nature, and the 
miſeries of this world are fo conſtant an 
exerciſe of. it, as to leave it in no one's 
power (who deſerves the name of a man) 
in this reſpect, to live to bimſelf. 


He cannot ſtop his ears againſt the 
cries of the unfortunate. The ſad ſtory 
of the fatherleſs and him that has no 
helper muſt. be. heard. —T he ſorroteful 
fighing of the priſoners will come before 
him; and a thouſand other untold caſes 
of diſtreſs to which the life of man is 
ſubject, find a way to his heart, let 
intereſt guard the paſſage as it will — 


+ 
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if be bas this world's goods, and ſeeth 
Bis brother have need, he will not be able, 
to' ſhut up his bowels.of compaſſion from 
him. ' is $3 4 Ix 


Let any man of common humanity, . 
Took back upon his own life as ſubjected. 
to theſe ſtrong claims, and recolle& the 
influence they have had upon him. How. 
oft the mere impulſes of. generoſity, and 
compaſſion have led him out of his way. 
In how many acts of charity and kind- 
neſs, his fellow-feeling for others has. 
made him forget.himſelf ?!—In neigh» 
bourly offices, how oft he has acted a- 
gainſt all conſiderations of profits, conve- 
nience, nay ſometimes even of juſtice it- 
ſelf? Let him add to this account, how. 
much in the progreſs of his lite; has been 
given up even to the leſſer obligations of 

a Civility 
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civility and good manners What re- 
ſtraints they have laid him under? How 
large a portion of his time, how much 
of his inclination and the plan of life he 
ſhould moſt have wiſhed.. has from time 
to time been made a ſacrifice to his good 
nature and diſinclination to give — 
or dilgult to n 2 


| Whoever takes a view of the life of 
man in this glaſs wherein I have ſhewn 
| it, will find it fo beſet and hemmed in 
with obligations of one kind or other, as. 
to leave little room to ſuſpe&, that man 
can live to himſelf: and ſo cloſely has our 
Creator linked us together (as well as alt 
other parts of his works) for the preſerva- 
tion of that harmony in the frame and 
ſyſtem of things which his wiſdom has at 
firſt eſtabliſhed, —that we find chis bond 

of 


204 S ERM ON. VII 

of mutual dependence, however relaxed, 
is too ſtrong to be broke; and I believe, 
that the moſt. ſeliſh.men- find it. is ſo, 
and that they cannot, in fact, live ſor 
much to themſelves, as the narrowneſs 
of their on hearts incline them. If. 
theſe reflections are juſt upon the mo- 
ral relations in which we ſtand to each. 
other, let us cloſe the examination with 
a ſhort reflection upon the great relation 
in which we ſtand to GoD. 


| The firſt and more natural thought on 
this ſubje&, which at one time or other 
will thruſt itſelf upon every man's mind, 
is this, — That there is a Gop. who made. 
me,—to whoſe gift I owe all the powers 
and faculties of my ſoul, to whoſe pro- 
vidence I owe all the bleſſings of my life, 
and by vhoſe permiſſion it 15 that I exer- 

ciſe 
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eiſe and enjoy them; that I am placed 
in this world as a creature of but a day, 
haſtening to the place from whence I 
fall not return. That I am aCeountable 
for my conduct and behaviour to this 
great and wiſeſt of Beings, before whoſe 
judgment ſeat! muſt finally appear, and 
receive the things done in my body, 


whether 158 are good, or whether * 
are bad. en | 


of 


'Can any one doubt but the moſt in- 
conſiderate of men ſometimes ſit down 
coolly, and make ſome ſuch plain reflec- 

tions as theſe upon their ſtate and con- 
dition ? or, that after they have made 
them, can one imagine, they loſe all ef- 
fect? As little appearance as there is 
of religion in the world, there is a great 
deal of its influence felt, in its affairs 

. ' EF : nor 
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nor can one ſo root out the principles of 
it, but like nature they will return again, 
and give checks and interruptions to 
guilty purſuits. There are ſeaſons, when 
the thoughts of a juſt Gop overlooking, 
and the terror of an after-reckoning has 
made the moſt determined tremble, and 

| ſtop ſhort in the execution of a wicked 
-purpoſe; and if we conceive that the 
worſt of men lay ſome reſtraints upon 
themſelves from the weight of this prin- 
ciple, what ſhall we think of the good 
and virtuous part of the world, who 
hve under the perpetual influence of it, 
ho ſacrifice their appetites and paſ- 
ions from a conſcience of their duty to 
God; and conſider him as the object to 
whom they have dedicated their fervice 
and make that the firſt principle, and 
ultimate end of all their actions? How 

_ many 
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many real and unaffected inſtances there 
are in the world, of men thus governed, 

will not ſo much concern us to enquire, 
as to take care that we are of the num- 
ber: which may Gop grant for the lake 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


The END of the Finsr VoLume. 
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